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Here at The Progressive, we were
all taken aback by the news that

Wangari Maathai died on September
25. She was one of our heroes.

Our colleague Amitabh Pal had the
pleasure of interviewing her for the
cover story of our May 2005 issue, a
year after she won the Nobel Peace
Prize, the first African woman ever to
have such an honor bestowed on her.

She was most famous for launching
the Green Belt movement in Kenya,
where she was born.

“Nobody would have bothered me
if all I did was encourage women to
plant trees,” she told Pal. “But I start-
ed seeing the linkages between the
problems we were dealing with and
the root causes.”

One of those root causes was cor-
ruption.

Another was sexism.
And another was what she called

the privatization of common goods.
She had an expansive field of vision,

which allowed her to see how inter-
connected everything is. And when she
accepted her Nobel Prize, she issued a
warning: “The extreme global in -
equities and prevailing consumption
patterns continue at the expense of the
environment and peaceful co-exis-
tence. The choice is ours.” It still is.

This month, we explore the priva-
tization of the commons here in

the United States. Anne-Marie Cusac
investigates what it means for state
parks in Ohio and, by extension,
other public lands elsewhere in the
United States. And Antonino D’Am-
brosio visits public libraries and
warns of the cutbacks that many of
them face. We are in an age where
conservatives claim that everything
public is suspect and everything pri-
vate is sacred. The entire concept of
“public goods” or “the commons” or
“the commonweal” is under assault.
We need to defend it.

Editor’s Note Matthew Rothschild

David Barsamian has another
great interview for us this

month. It’s with Jodie Evans of Code
Pink. His interview with Chris
Hedges in August brought a lot of
positive response from readers, and I
hope this one will, too. 

Barsamian found himself in the news
on September 23 when the government
of India would not let him enter the
country. Immigration officers said he
was on the banned list. For a nation that
prides itself on being the world’s largest
democracy, that is a disgrace.

Barsamian has interviewed several
Indian intellectuals for The Progres-
sive, including Amartya Sen, Van-
dana Shiva, and Arundhati Roy
twice, most recently in March 2009.

That interview may have gotten
under the skin of the Indian authori-
ties. In the introduction, he gave some
background on India’s repression in
Kashmir. “Tens of thousands of Kash-
miris have been killed, thousands have
been disappeared,” he wrote.

When he asked Roy about Kashmir,
she denounced India’s crackdown.

“There isn’t any possibility of
India managing to continue to bull-
doze this population in Kashmir,”
she said. “Eventually all that can
come out of it is destruction.”

The Indian government is intensely
sensitive on the issue of Kashmir. That
may be why it gave the boot to Barsami-
an, who has been outspoken on Kash-
mir. But you can’t call yourself a democ-
racy while suppressing free speech and
clamping down on criticism.

Please contact the Indian Embassy
in Washington, D.C., and let the
ambassador know how you feel about
India’s treatment of this outstanding
progressive journalist. Write to:
Ambassador Nirupama Rao, The
Indian Embassy, 2107 Mass. Ave.,
NW, Washington, DC 20008, or e-
mail her at ambassador@indiagov.org.

We cannot let this stand. u

For the Commons

4 u November 2011
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No Comment

Executive Excess
Some companies pay their CEOs more than what
they pay in taxes, according to a new report by the
Institute for Policy Studies. For example, the
International Paper Company’s CEO John Faraci
received a 75 percent pay hike in 2010, pocketing
$12.3 million, while the company got $249 million
in what amounted to a tax refund. 

Middle Class Mitt 
At a town hall meeting, millionaire Mitt Romney said
he favors a tax policy that will help the middle class,
“the 80 to 90 percent of us in this country.”

Of Free Markets and Famines
Republican Presidential candidate Ron Paul says that
famines in Africa are the result of a lack of “free mar-
ket systems,” notes CrooksandLiars.com. “The coun-
tries that are more socialistic have more famines,”
Paul told CNN’s T. J. Holmes. “If you look at Africa,
they don’t have any free market systems and property
rights and they have famines and no medical care. So
the freer the system, the better the health care.”

This Land Is Not Your Land
Incidents of vigilantes destroying public lands are on
the rise in New Mexico after Representative Steve
Pearce, a tea party Republican there, urged counties
to take control of federal public lands, reports com-
mondreams.org. Pearce has proposed exempting log-
ging in national forests from all environmental laws.

Crazy Censorship at Willie
Nelson Concert
A woman at a Willie Nelson concert at the Nebraska
State Fair was told she couldn’t wear her T-shirt because
it had cannabis leaves on the front and back, reports
the Lincoln Journal-Star. State Fair executive director
Joseph McDermott said the state fair is a “family
event” and that “we don’t permit the promotion of ille-
gal activity.” McDermott also said he wasn’t familiar
with Nelson’s pro-pot platform. “To be honest, I’m not
much of a Willie Nelson fan,” he said.

Positive State of Mind
South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley has
ordered all state employees under her
control to say, “It’s a great day in South
Carolina” when answering the phone,
reports Wonkette. Haley said the change
would boost the morale of state work-
ers. “It’s part of who I am,” Haley said.
“As hokey as some people may think it is,
I’m selling South Carolina as this great, new, positive
state that everybody needs to look at.”

Jesus or Jail?
Local judges in Bay Minette,
Alabama, will give those found
guilty of misdemeanors the
option of serving out their time in
jail, paying a fine, or attending
church each Sunday for a year,
reports CNN. Those who go to
church will have to check in with a
pastor and the police department each
week.

Tea Party Poser
Representative Chip Cravaack of Minnesota, a tea
party Congressman, went after big government dur-
ing his 2010 run for Congress, even though he was
cashing disability checks at the time. Minnesota
Public Radio reports: “Cravaack’s earned income for
fiscal year 2010 topped out at $92,273; the cash
comes in the form of disability payments for sleep
apnea, which ended his flying career with Northwest
Airlines, now Delta Airlines, in 2007.”

A Couple Hundred Thousand Ain’t
Much
Representative John Fleming, Republican
of Louisiana, attacked President Obama’s
proposal to tax the wealthy, and said he,
as a businessman, cannot afford another
tax increase, reports Think Progress.
Fleming, whose businesses made $6.3
million last year, said that his profits are “a
mere fraction of that” and that “by the
time I feed my family, I have maybe
$400,000 left over.” The median U.S.
household income in 2010 was just under
$50,000. 

Readers are invited to submit No Comment items. Please
send original clippings or photocopies and give name and
date of publication. Submissions cannot be acknowl-
edged or returned.

The Progressive u 5

STUART GOLDENBERG
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Public Education Not for All
While I disagree with the idea of
using vouchers to send disabled kids
to substandard, for-profit warehous-
es, I also disagree with the assump-
tion that every disabled kid can and
should be mainstreamed into the
public school system (“The GOP
Attack on Special Ed,” by Ruth Con-
niff, September issue). I have seen the
warehousing of severely disabled kids
in the back row of public schools.

My sister is a teacher’s aide for the
disabled in a rural New Hampshire
school district. She has had to take
special courses in how to defend her-
self and not harm her charges with-
out hurting any of them. She has
been bit and hit and has had objects
thrown at her. As she has told me on
numerous occasions over the years,
most of her kids need more special-
ized care than the school can provide.

I also saw this, as my grown chil-
dren are a product of the Wisconsin
public school system. At the time, our
district was the poorest, lowest spend-
ing per pupil district in the state. For
a couple of years, the disabled kids
had to have class time in an expanded
janitor’s workroom. The severely
handicapped, mostly with cerebral
palsy, were lined up and strapped into
their wheelchairs at the back of the
room. At recess, the aides walked
them around the playground. If the
weather was nice, they were taken on
long walks around town. They could
not feed themselves and needed per-
sonal care.

If the government wants to give
out vouchers, maybe they should be
for specialized classes and programs
such as speech and physical and
occupational therapy that parents’
insurance does not cover. I don’t want
these kids to be warehoused at public
school expense any more than at the
hands of greedy private for-profit
business owners. It is our public duty
and responsibility to educate all of
our citizens, but we must remember,

not all of us are equal when it comes
to our ability to learn.

Debra Augustyn
Northport, New York

Justice for Sale
Tim DeChristopher’s message res-
onates loud and clear (“Tim
DeChristopher’s Message” by Terry
Tempest Williams, September issue).
We don’t have a legal system in this
country anymore. We have a corpo-
rate-controlled travesty that poses as
a legal system while promoting and
protecting business interests at all lev-
els of our society.

Bankers and Wall Street executives
who steal billions of dollars from
retirement funds and drive this nation
to the edge of bankruptcy, and politi-
cians who lie us into unnecessary wars

that cost billions of dollars and a mil-
lion lost lives, can all escape prosecu-
tion. Yet a young man who is “fighting
for a livable future” so the human race
can survive on this planet is sent to
prison by a kangaroo court.

We live in a country that has lost
its moral and legal compass.

Dennis M. Clausen
Escondido, California

The editors welcome correspondence
from readers on all topics, but prefer to
publish letters that comment directly
on material previously published in
The Progressive. All letters may be edit-
ed for clarity and conciseness, and may
appear either in the magazine or on its
web page. Letters may be 
e-mailed to: editorial@progressive.org.
Please include your city and state.

Letters to the Editor

� u November 2011
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Comment

Class Warfare, Anyone?

Twenty million Americans were actually living at
least 50 percent below the poverty line, if you can
imagine that.

And—get this—more than one out of every five
children in America is living in poverty.

The rise of poverty in America represents a moral
indictment of our economy and our priorities.

Politicians talk all day about helping the middle
class, and yes, the middle class does need help—lots
of help, especially today. But so, too,
do the poor.

Republicans don’t talk about the
poor much, except to say they can be
saved by capitalism. In one of the
Republican Presidential debates, Rick
Santorum bragged about eliminating
welfare, saying it created a “culture of

If you live in Washington, D.C., for any time at all,
the rigged nature of our system becomes blatantly
obvious. So dominant is the power of money, so

subservient are politicians to the corporations and the
wealthy that finance them, so unresponsive is the
supposedly democratic system to the needs of the
people that there can be no denying the class bias of
our government.

For decades now, with one policy after another,
“our” government has been systematically redistribut-
ing income and wealth to a tiny elite at the top. Yet
the mere mention by President Obama of making the
millionaires and billionaires pay a little more in taxes
elicits screams of “class warfare” from Republicans.

They and their wealthy backers have been waging
class warfare mercilessly over the last four decades,
and they’ve been taking no prisoners.

During this period, the top 0.1 percent of the
country—those 152,000 people who make more
than $5.6 million a year—have seen their income
level jump up an astonishing 385 percent, according
to The Washington Post. Meanwhile, those in the bot-
tom 90 percent of earners have seen their incomes fall
over the same period.

“The wealthiest in this country have never had it
so good,” said Senator Bernie Sanders at Fighting
Bob Fest in Madison, Wisconsin, on September 17.
“They want more and more and more and more, and
they don’t care how many children they step on to
get it.”

In the last ten years, the median household income
fell 7.1 percent, and African Americans’ household
income fell by more than twice that amount. Incomes
for most Americans continue to fall. Last year, medi-
an household income dropped 2 percent to $49,445.

These statistics demonstrate that the middle class
is under siege.

Meanwhile, the lower class is under water.
Last year, a record number of Americans—forty-

six million people—were living below the official
poverty line, which is set at just over $11,000 for
individuals and just over $22,000 for a family of four.

“Class warfare is
being waged in
America, and the
wrong side is win-
ning.”
—Bernie Sanders

DAVID G KLEIN
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dependency,” and he vowed to put time limits on
food stamps, as well, an idea that Rick Perry echoed.
And Ron Paul famously responded to a question
about what to do about a man who chose not to buy
health insurance and ends up in a coma. “That’s what
freedom’s all about: taking your own risks,” Paul said,
as members of the tea party crowd yelled that the
man should die.

The Democrats haven’t showered themselves with
glory when it comes to dealing with poverty, either.
To an embarrassing degree, Democrats have stopped
talking about the poor. I think I can count on one
hand the number of times Obama has mentioned
the issue.

But silence is not an anti-poverty program. It only
makes it worse.

Now, Obama is at least waving at the jobs cri-
sis and the unfairness of our tax system. He’s
right to ask the super-rich to pay more. 

The top marginal rate in the 1970s was 70 per-
cent, and in Eisenhower’s Administration it was as
high as 92 percent. Now it’s 35 percent. Obama is
proposing to hike it back up to 39.6 percent, where it
stood when Clinton was President. By the reaction
from Republicans, you’d have thought Obama was
calling for out-and-out expropriation.

Obama is also right to propose repairing our
infrastructure and funding our schools. And he’s right
to demand the extension of unemployment benefits,
which would stimulate the economy faster than
almost any other measure, in addition to being a
moral imperative.

And Obama is right to defend regulations against
dangerous corporate products and workplaces. “I
reject the idea that we need to ask people to choose
between their jobs and their safety,” he said when he
announced his new economic stimulus program.

But the payroll tax cut that Obama proposes for
individuals is actually pretty regressive. Those in the
top 1 percent would get a tax break of more than
$4,000 while those in the bottom 20 percent would

get $255 and those in the next 20 per-
cent would get $651, according to the
Tax Policy Center that Brookings and
the Urban Institute run.

The payroll tax cut is also a mediocre
way to stimulate the economy. Tax cuts
“targeted toward low- and middle-
income people would be most effec-
tive,” says Citizens for Tax Justice,
because these are the people most likely
to spend the money the fastest.

Giving big companies a payroll tax
holiday is even worse, as the progressive

labor coalition Strengthen Social Security points out.
“Corporations are already sitting on substantial cash
reserves; an employer payroll tax cut will increase
these cash holdings without any guarantee of addi-
tional hiring,” the group notes. “They made a record
$3.8 trillion in profits in the second quarter of
2011. Most companies are not using their cash to hire
new employees now. A tax cut will just fatten their
bottom line.”

What’s more, by reducing Social Security taxes,
Obama would be draining more money from that
program at a time when Republicans already are say-
ing it’s going bankrupt (which it isn’t).

Obama is also pushing ahead with George W.
Bush’s trade policies. He is urging Congress to pass
free trade agreements with Colombia, Panama, and
South Korea, claiming they would help bring jobs
here. But NAFTA and other free trade agreements
have taken jobs from America and mostly helped
U.S. multinationals.

Overall, while Obama’s rhetoric has improved in
recent months and while some of his proposals on
jobs make sense, the entire package comes nowhere
close to what is necessary, given the magnitude of the
crisis. Even if every one of his new proposals were
enacted right away, chances are they wouldn’t bring
the unemployment rate under 8 percent.

And there is no way Republicans are going to give
him everything he asks for because they don’t want
the economy to recover at all. They want it to be just
as bad as possible come Election Day.

There’s always been class warfare in the United
States. Sometimes it’s masked. Sometimes it’s
naked. It’s naked today.

And it’s one-sided. 
The wealthiest Americans and the largest corpora-

tions here have been winning battle after battle. They
are extremely class conscious and highly mobilized,
and they obviously have enormous resources at their
disposal—never more so than now, after the Citizens
United case.

Our side sure doesn’t have the funds. And working
Americans are only now beginning to regain and
reassert a sense of class consciousness, especially in
places like Ohio and Wisconsin. Creative protests,
like the “Occupy Wall Street” campaign that began in
late September, may also herald a new resistance.

I should hope so. It’s been a long time in coming.
While I’m not crazy about “warfare” as a metaphor,

we do need to work as hard as we can, nonviolently,
for some semblance of economic justice.

And when people accuse us of engaging in class
warfare, tell them to open their eyes. u

—Matthew Rothschild

“If anyone’s
declared class war-
fare it’s the people
who inhabit the
top rungs of big
corporations and
Wall Street. . . .
They’ve declared it
on average work-
ers.”

—Robert Reich
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Time for Climate Action

Sydney

Nisab, Yemen

On September 24, people in 175 countries got moving for bold climate
action. People biked, skated, marched, swam, and kayaked to show the need

for reducing reliance upon fossil fuels. The day of action was organized by
350.org, a global grassroots movement.

For more information, go to 350.org.

TARUN CHARLES/350.ORG

350.ORG

350.ORG

MATHIEU SOETE/350.ORG

350.ORG

350.ORG
Tuvalu

Mollina, Spain

Aracaju, Brazil

Haridwar, India
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New York City
Inspired by the pro-democracy uprisings in Egypt and Spain, protesters created
an encampment in the financial district of New York City. It began on
September 17 and was called for by Adbusters magazine. The goal: Put an end
to the “monied corruption of our democracy.”

For more information, go to www.adbusters.org/campaigns/occupywallstreet.

Occupy Wall
Street
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JIM KIERNAN

OCCUPY WALL STREET

Detroit
Families in Detroit marched against harassment

and racial profiling by the Border Patrol and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement at the
beginning of the school year. The immigration

agency came under fire this April for targeting a
school where immigrant parents were dropping off

and picking up their children.

For more information, go to 1michigan.org.

Education, Not
Deportation

© JIM WEST (JIMWESTPHOTO.COM)
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National Nurses United organized a day of
action on September 1, calling for elected
officials to save Main Street and to stop
kowtowing to Wall Street. Events
were held in sixty cities throughout
the country.

For more information, go to
www.nationalnursesunited.org.
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PHOTOS BY NATIONAL NURSES UNITED

Raleigh, North Carolina
On September 12, the North Carolina state senate passed SB 106, a state constitutional amendment banning any legal
recognition of same-sex couples. On the day of the vote, thousands gathered on the grounds of the legislature.

The proposed amendment will now be on the state ballot for the May 2012 primary election.

For more information, go to equalitync.org.

Tar Heel Bigotry

Heal America

Janesville, Wisconsin

Janesville, Wisconsin

San Francisco
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A Musical on My Faith
It can’t be that good, I

thought to myself.
No doubt, they will
have gotten some
things wrong. Who
knows, I might even be

offended. 
I’m talking about The Book of

Mormon, the award-winning musical
written by Trey Parker and Matt
Stone, creators of television’s South
Park, with composer
Robert Lopez of Avenue Q,
now playing at the Eugene
O’Neill Theatre in New
York City. 

As a Mormon, albeit an
unorthodox one, I was
skeptical. The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints seems to be an easy
target these days, with its
polygamist past associated
with the prurient trials of
Warren Jeffs or the popu-
larity of Big Love. But with-
in two minutes of the
musical’s first number—
“Hello!” with Mormon
missionaries ringing door-
bells—I became its biggest
fan. My husband, Brooke,
who is Brigham Young’s
great-great-grandson, was
also charmed. Immediately,
we saw our brothers, our
cousins, friends, and neigh-
bors who did exactly
that—rang doorbells and
proselytized from Florida to Brazil to
New Zealand to Japan. 

I can’t wait to see the play again.
And evidently, this is exactly what

Open Space Terry Tempest Williams

Terry Tempest Williams is the author of
“The Open Space of Democracy” and,
most recently, “Finding Beauty in a
Broken World.” She is the recipient of
the 2010 David R. Brower Conserva-
tion Award for activism.

to be two months), not three months
as they say in the musical. And I have
never heard a Mormon say, “Praise
Christ.”

During the first act, I sat in real
discomfort, not because I was

offended but because I was haunted.
What was humor to Parker and Stone
was my faith. I grew up in a tradi-
tional Mormon household. There is

much to praise in the name
of community. If you ever
doubt who you are, you
simply go to a family
reunion. You see yourself
replicated over four genera-
tions. I knew five of my
great-grandparents. It is a
living history predicated not
just on belief but land. We
call it Zion. We have our
own Jordan River. 

In 1847, when Brigham
Young looked over the vast
salt desert with a shimmer-
ing Great Salt Lake on the
horizon, he said, “This is the
place.” My family still be -
lieves this. Six generations of
mine have settled in Salt
Lake City. My grandmother
Lettie Romney Dixon and
George Romney (Mitt’s
father) were cousins. Both
were born in Colonia
Dublán, the Mormon
colonies in Mexico, where
members of the faith could

practice polygamy without persecu-
tion. Because of the Mexican Revolu-
tion, my family was forced back to
the United States. That makes Mitt
Romney and me cousins once
removed.

The prologue opens with a descrip-
tion of the theological foundations of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints being based on “the golden
plates” written by an ancient prophet

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day Saints is banking on. The Mor-
mon Church has just launched a $1
million ad campaign focusing on the
Big Apple, with a very large loop-
video directly in view of those entering
and exiting the Eugene O’Neill The-
atre to catch the attention of theater-
going crowds in Times Square. The
tried and true adage, “What do you
know about the Mormon Church and

would you like to know more?” is now
newly relevant, as the church is ready
to cash in on the runaway success of
this “miracle” musical.

The only things Parker and Stone
got wrong from my perspective are
pretty mundane compared to all they
got right. Mormon missionaries now
go to the Mission Training Center in
Provo, Utah, for two weeks (it used

KEVIN SOMERS
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named Mormon and unearthed by an
eighteen-year-old named Joseph
Smith. When it mentioned that these
sacred texts were buried in a hillside in
upstate New York, the audience guf-
fawed with laughter. I recognized this
statement as the truth of my people. 

It was a bittersweet experience.
Jesus Christ coming to America did
not seem odd to me as I sat in my seat
at the Eugene O’Neill Theatre. Yet, it
appeared as fantasy to the rest of the
theatergoers around me. And when,
the song “Turn It Off” became an all-
manle revue reminiscent of a Busby
Berkeley production, I was struck by
how true the lyrics were to the ethos
of my LDS community, even within
myself.

Elder McKinley, one of the mis-
sionaries in the play, sings:

I’ve got a feeling
That you could be feeling
A whole lot better than you feel 

today. 
You say you’ve got a problem
well that’s no problem
It’s supereasy not to feel that way!
When you start to get confused 

because of thoughts in your head
Don’t feel those feelings!
Hold them in instead! 
Turn it off like a light switch
just go click!
It’s a cool little Mormon trick!
We do it all the time
When you’re feeling certain feelings 

that just don’t feel right
Treat those pesky feelings like a 

reading light 
and turn ’em off.
I appreciated the lens I was being

given to view my religious culture—
even my own conditioned psyche—
by two very astute social critics.

I knew I came from a religion with
a rich and imaginative history.
Visions are not just reserved for
teenage prophets. The Mormon God
is a personal god and a responsive
one. And we are told when we are
married with our partner for “time
and all eternity” that we will become
gods and goddesses of our own plan-
ets. Creation is a foundational tenet

of the theology, be it children or
future worlds.

It was literary critic and religious
scholar Harold Bloom who called
Mormonism “an American religion.”
He said, “Whatever his lapses, Joseph
Smith was an authentic religious
genius, unique in our national histo-
ry.”

I remember hearing Bloom speak
to a standing-room-only crowd in
Salt Lake City discussing his book
The American Religion. He spoke
about Smith’s charismatic leadership.
He said Smith was destined to
become either President of the Unit-
ed States or prophet of a new reli-
gion. He chose the latter.

The second act of the musical was
hysterical because it cut so close to
the bloody bone of satire. When the
character Nabulungi, brilliantly
played by Nikki M. James (who won
a Tony Award for best actress in a
musical), is singing from her hut in
Uganda, “I’m on my way—Soon life
won’t be so shitty—Now salvation has a
name: Salt Lake City,” I thought I was
going to die. Having spent a fair
amount of time in Africa, the laugh-
ter came with an edge.

For readers who have not yet seen
The Book of Mormon on Broadway, I
will not spoil the delights that are to
come. But it really is remarkable how
Trey Parker, Robert Lopez, and Matt
Stone—along with the extraordinary
cast and entire collaborative team—
create such a bright and biting,
sword-slicing, soul-reviving, and
humane piece of art that in the end
celebrates our humanity. It is a tran-
scendent piece of theater, and this
review comes from a member of the
very culture it’s satirizing. 

We are storytelling creatures. We
are told a story and then we

tell our own.
Truth has little to do with it. What

matters is that the great mysteries are
explained to us through myth and
metaphor. “The only book that mat-
ters” is the one we adhere to as sacred
text. We are given a cultural template

through story as to how we might live
within a moral framework and take
care of one another in community. 

I left the Eugene O’Neill Theatre
feeling I had been fed by a coyote.
Trickster Theater. I was proud of my
cultural heritage, embarrassed by it,
heartbroken and inspired by our
hunger to not only be told a story but
be transformed by it. This is where I
place my faith—the power of a story
well told lies in empathy. We are not
alone. 

I wonder if Mitt Romney has seen
this musical? He should. Because on
so many levels, the Mormon Church
is a stand-in for conservative Ameri-
ca, a colonizing America, an America
naïve as do-gooders, and at the same
time, aggressive in its fundamentalist
religion of capitalism at all costs. In
the musical, Mormon missionaries
head to Uganda. In America, we are
proselytizing democracy in the midst
of wars in the Middle East and
Afghanistan. In the musical, violence
occurs when there is no listening. In
America’s foreign policy, violence is
also occurring because there is little
listening. Why are we are surprised
when our motives and mission are
not only misunderstood but misin-
terpreted with disastrous results? 

More than fourteen million Mor-
mons accept The Book of Mormon as
truth. More than fourteen million
Americans may one day see The Book
of Mormon, the musical, and recog-
nize this story as the truth of our
times, as our increasingly conserva-
tive nation confronts and combats a
global consciousness.

Great art is transformative because
it inspires us to be our highest and
deepest selves. It reminds us what it
means to be human. We are both
shadow and light. 

Great art becomes spiritual when
it reminds us what binds us together
rather than what separates us. The
Book of Mormon, the musical, is tran-
scendent because at a time when pol-
itics divides us so clearly, we see how
powerfully art can bring us together
in the midst of political violence. u
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Tough Love
Maybe we need a

S u p e r - D u p e r
Committee. Super may
not cut it. Look, your
average Congressional
committee couldn’t

even nail Roger Clemens. The easy
peasy trillion and a half initial
onslaught will barely lay open the fas-
cia of the body politic; the patient
could easily survive and require mas-
sive heroic measures. Can’t have that,
can we? 

I’m not a blamer, but
did older Americans real-
ly think “Spending Our
Grandkids Inheritance”
stickers on the back of
the Winnebago would
engender no resentment
to those stuck behind
them on 141 all the way
to Eagle River?

Personally, I don’t
want to retire anyway, so
the specter of tough love
in lieu of Obama’s health
care reform or entitle-
ments transmuted into
privilegements hardly
stirs my thinning hair.
True, seventy-six million
baby boomers will soon
be going boom simulta-
neously, but by then our
severely pruned econo-
my should be sprouting legions of
suckers and much shade will be had
for all.

Yes, I have concerns for those peri-
stolting ahead down the demographic
anaconda. Might not global warming
curtail the number of ice floes avail-
able to the elderly? Has the time for
Vonnegut’s Ethical Suicide Parlors,
adjacent to HoJo’s, come at long last?

Not Much, You? Michael Feldman

Michael Feldman is creator and host of
Public Radio International’s “Whad’Ya
Know?”

easily fundraised around. Click, I
know, will do fine without Clack,
and if Ira Glass can’t pull off This For-
mer American Life, no one can. Gar-
rison’s retiring, anyway, so at least
we’ll be spared The Where’s Gary
Home Companion. It might work out
that Toll Brothers, “America’s Luxury
Home Builder®,” will generously
support Whad’Ya Know? along with
the Met, even if we have to work the
Ring Cycle into our leitmotif. On a

clear day, all things con-
sidered, you will still pull
in As It Happens from the
CBC pretty much every-
where north of a line
from Norfolk to Eureka,
courtesy of Canadian
socialism.

Today, we’re overex-
tended in pretty much
the same pattern the
Romans were in 44 B.C.
when the Senate was
forced to take needed
cuts directly to Julius
Caesar. Scaling the mili-
tary back to an expedi-
tionary force should not,
then, be cause for alarm
since it’ll get us into a
heck of a lot less trouble
that way. Perpetual war,
while it worked for
Oceania, does not come

cheap, even in 1984 dollars. 
The only downside I can see in

cutting to, and in some cases
through, the bone, besides hitting the
occasional artery, is the shock and
awe to the struggling recovery caused
by precipitously yanking out
petroleum and gas subsidies. Exxon’s
$11 billion first quarter profit, while
good on paper, can hardly be called
incentive. 

For $11 billion, I don’t do any
more than I have to, let alone explore
and drill. u

demons to me they are to many tea
party educational philosophers, are
easily reformed by taking the English
approach and calling private schools
public. Voila, problem solved, and
without vouchers.

Public broadcasting, too long an
employer of last resort for people like
myself, needs to face the fact that it’s
been living beyond its misnomer ( Z-
105 country hits is public radio). The
proposal to cut NPR back to R is not
necessarily a bad thing since “no
national, no public, just radio” can be

Certainly the greatest generation
deserves cost of living, but peg it to
1969 when they last made one. One
thing is clear: Older Americans want
to do their part to stop sucking at the
withered public teat. Cost cutting
can make short work of dicey social
issues—funding Unplanned Parent-
hood, for example, or extending the
waiting period on abortions to nine
months. 

Public schools, while not the

ROBERT GROSSMAN
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By Antonino D’Ambrosio
Illustration by Christophe Vorlet

Antonino D’Ambrosio is the founder/director of the
media and production nonprofit La Lutta NMC
(www.lalutta.org), the author of “A Heartbeat and a
Guitar: Johnny Cash and the Making of Bitter Tears,”
and director/writer/producer of the upcoming feature
film “Let Fury Have the Hour” (www.letfuryhavethe-
hour.com).

Overdue Notice:
Defend Our Libraries

If you have a garden and a library, you have everything
you need.—Cicero

IWAS EIGHT YEARS OLD WHEN I
got my first library card. I remember
the day as clearly as any early memory

I equate with being free. The card was like
a golden key that unlocked the doors of
the past, present, and future. In the library,
I felt alive in every corner of the world. It
provided opportunities otherwise denied
my hamlet of working class immigrants,
caulking the gaps left by an inadequate
education and narrow possibilities. It’s
where I learned to dream of alternatives. It
was my personal workshop where I could
craft my own ideas about life.

And my experience was by no means unique.
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Edward Paulino, a professor of history
at John Jay College in New York, grew
up in the cramped, economically
depressed, largely immigrant neigh-
borhood of the Lower East Side. “I
found refuge in my local public
library,” he says. “Public libraries are
the urban equivalent of public parks.
Just as tracts of land were designated
for use by everyday folks and not the
elite, the public library represents the
same function. It’s so free and demo-
cratic. It’s a kind of club where every-
one can be a member and you don’t
need any kind of security clearance.”

The public library is a wholly
American invention advocating self-
determination. While Europeans
established subscription libraries a cen-
tury before the formation of the Unit-
ed States, the people of Peterborough,
New Hampshire, established the first
public library in April 1833 (the
Boston Public Library, America’s first
large public library, was not legally
established until 1852). Everyone had
access to the town’s collective knowl-
edge, regardless of income. The only
requirement: Return the materials in
good condition and on time so that
others may benefit. Since then, the
library has become a key pillar in a free
people’s participation in democracy.

“I like to refer to public libraries as
the most democratic of the institu-
tions government has created,” says
Molly Raphael, the president of the
American Library Association. In
fact, Benjamin Franklin, considered
the father of libraries, saw them as
“social libraries” where all people
were free to participate and share.

Yet today, in the wake of an inex-
haustible economic crisis and the reac-
tionary assault on everything public,
the public library is under attack.

Local governments across the Unit-
ed States—from New York City to
Detroit, and from Denver to Seattle—
are slashing library budgets and clos-
ing libraries. This threatens to wall off
knowledge, restrict access to the Inter-
net, and shutter a valuable communal
meeting place. This year, nineteen
states are cutting some funding for

public libraries, many by more than
10 percent. New York City, which
boasts one of the most extensive pub-
lic library systems in the country,
recently closed fourteen branches, and
300 people lost their jobs.

These cuts will disproportionately
punish poor and working class people.

“The public library represents the
most powerful and cost-effective
wealth-transfer mechanism ever invent-
ed,” writes T. J. Stiles, the Pulitzer
Prize-winning biographer. “As genera-
tions have learned, the aisle between
the shelves is a corridor out of poverty,
a bypass around inadequate schools, an
expressway that adds momentum to
even a first-rate education.”

In this age of the Internet and
social media, some question the rele-
vance of libraries, even declaring
them obsolete. In reality, they are
more important than ever.

“Libraries, especially for working
people, remain intellectual and cul-
tural lifelines,” says musician and
educator Martin Perna. “Given the
vast discrepancies in net access for
poor, rural, and working class com-
munities of color, libraries now serve
as primary points for youth to use the
Internet with a broadband connec-
tion on something other than a tiny
phone screen.”

Raphael adds, “Sixty-five percent of
public libraries report that they are the
only place in the community where
there is free access to the Internet.”

This service becomes even more
vital during an economic downturn.
Many job applications are available
only online. Raphael cites what is a
now a common example: Someone is
directed to the library to use the com-
puters to search and apply for work;
the person has never used a computer
before, but with the library staff ’s help,
the person applies for a job and gets it. 

Detroit resident Erin Carter looks
for jobs using computers at the Chase
branch in northwest Detroit, which
is under threat of closure. “There is
so much stuff closing down,” says
Carter, twenty-two. “I don’t know
where to go.”

Since I love going to new
libraries, I take a trip to Queens
and visit branch libraries,

including those in Jackson Heights,
Forest Hills, and Far Rockaway.

At the Jackson Heights branch, I
meet parent Gail Montemayor.

“Public libraries provide one of the
only free learning activities,” she tells
me. “They facilitate a type of social
interaction that is healthy and virtual-
ly obsolete in this wireless age. I take
my twenty-two-month-old daughter
to the library regularly. The library is a
cost-effective way of finding books
that she will enjoy many times over.”
And Montemayor makes the point
that “libraries bridge the gap between
households that cannot afford a pri-
vate collection of children’s books in
their homes and those that can.”

Johnita Anthony, another Jackson
Heights parent, talks about the role
libraries played in her life. “The
libraries were my study hall teaching
me responsibility, respecting and
enjoying the art of others, learning
the Dewey Decimal system, learning
how to research, taking out books on
my own and returning them on
time,” she says. Anthony now fears
her young daughter will miss out on
these life lessons.

“Four Nobel Prize winners,
including physicist Richard Feyn-
man, came out of the Far Rockaway
neighborhood,” Michael Spudic tells
me. He used to live in Far Rockaway
but now resides in Forest Hills. He
praises the neighborhood public
library for offering “a world of books
and knowledge that is demonstrably
colorblind” and “a place to find
solace, comfort, and truth in a com-
munity space uniquely to be had.”

When I spoke with some of the
laid-off employees of the New York
City library system, it’s this loss of a
respected community space that they
mentioned to me above all. Losing a
branch library, they said, cost so
much more than a place to borrow
books. Also at stake is the disappear-
ance of a town square, a free space
open to all, regardless of race, class, or
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any other social barrier.
Public libraries also serve to

counter a broad campaign of intense
consumer marketing that tricks us
into believing we are more empow-
ered because we can individually con-
nect anytime, anywhere. But with the
demise of bookstores, social service
institutions, and other physical
spaces where people gather and
search out information, news, and
media in whatever form, there is a
social breakdown and a loss of cultur-

al exchange. Confounding this is a
peculiar confinement of curiosity: At
the library, you have physical interac-
tion with the library staff, meet new
people in the community, and scan
the stacks looking for one thing yet
discovering something else—the
hard-to-find book, the obscure title, a
new idea. This stands in stark con-
trast to the passive interaction with a
computer and the algorithm’s spitting
out suggestions based on what people
similar to you purchased.

Another key aspect of the public
library mission is to defend free speech
and intellectual freedom. With pro-
grams like “Banned Books Week,”
libraries are on the front lines of defend-
ing the rights of people to examine
unpopular points of view so they can
make their own informed decisions.

Librarians also have performed a
brave role in regards to the Patriot Act,
drawing attention to Section 215,
which permits the FBI to order librar-
ians and bookstore owners to disclose
titles borrowed or bought. And when
the FBI imposed a gag order, librari-
ans protested that as well. 

Despite the assaults, libraries
remain popular with the
American public. Thirty-one

percent of adults rank the library at
the top of their list of tax-supported
services, according to the American
Library Association. Ninety-three per-
cent believe that library services need
to remain free. And two-thirds of
Americans carry a library card, accord-
ing to a recent report the group issued.
Still, the report concludes that
libraries are easy targets for many state
and local budget-cutters, ranking sec-
ond only to cutting maintenance and
services at parks and gardens.

One argument library proponents
might want to employ with those fix-
ated on cost-benefit analysis is this
one: Libraries yield a sizeable return.

In “The Economic Value of the
Free Library of Philadelphia,” the
University of Pennsylvania’s Fels Insti-
tute of Government proved their eco-
nomic worth. According to the study,
the library in Philadelphia alone cre-
ated more than $30 million worth of
economic value to the city in fiscal
2010 and had a particularly strong
impact on business development and
employment. The study found that
an “estimated 8,600 businesses could
not have been started, sustained, or
grown without the resources respon-
dents acquired at the Free Library of
Philadelphia. Direct economic im -
pact: Almost $4 million.”

The current crisis presents a great

D'Ambrosio 12.2011_FeatureD 12.2005x  10/5/11  9:27 AM  Page 18



opportunity for libraries to creatively
respond and find new ways to con-
nect with people. Libraries across the
country are doing just that, as they
continue to build a compelling case
that they provide a public service as
essential as any other.

The Loft at a public library in
Charlotte, North Carolina, offers cre-
ative spaces designed for collaborative
activity, such as recording and anima-
tion studios.

The Palm Beach County library
system in Florida provides special-
ized “Government Research Ser-
vices” information via a library-creat-
ed Web portal that more than
45,000 patrons use.

Librarian Nate Hill at the Brooklyn
Public Library envisions “urban library
outposts and storefront library service
points.” And he sees the library’s open
space as “easily transformable: one
moment a silent reading room, anoth-
er moment a performance art space,
another moment a forum for a com-
munity group meeting.”

Around the country, communities
both small and large have pushed back
against the cuts and closures. Take
Oakland, California. When it became
clear that the city’s favored budgetary
scenario called for mass library clos-
ings, a coalition came together called
Save Oakland Libraries. The group
devised clever and engaging ways that
showed elected officials just how
important their branch libraries were.
Supporters engaged in a mock funeral
procession, sponsored a fourteen-hour
read-in outside of City Hall, held a
zombie walk, and organized a bike
ride for the libraries. The result was
that local elected officials this summer
agreed to keep open all of Oakland’s
fourteen libraries.

Throughout my life I’ve repeat-
edly tapped the public library.
It nourishes my creativity and

always leads me to unexpected dis-
coveries. I can’t envision my life with-
out it. The library unites me with my
fellow citizens through the collective
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knowledge stored inside. It’s where
the most brilliant thinkers, most
inspiring teachers, and most daring
artists reside, rousing us to stake our
own claim on history.

The library remains a transcen-
dent example of democracy at work.
Open to all, the only entrance fee is
curiosity. Like the marble lions,
Patience and Fortitude, that stand
before the Beaux-Arts building in
midtown Manhattan that houses the
main branch of the New York Public
Library, libraries capture our imagi-
nation while liberating our aspira-
tions. It’s imperative for us all who
benefit from this wellspring of histo-
ry and knowledge to defend it as an
indispensable public resource, our
diary of the human race.

“The health of our civilization, the
depth of our awareness about the
underpinnings of our culture, and our
concern for the future can all be tested
by how well we support our libraries,”
Carl Sagan writes in Cosmos, a book I
just borrowed from my local library. u
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Text and Photos by Anne-Marie Cusac

I’M HIKING THE WINDING PATHS
and footbridges toward Cedar Falls at
Hocking Hills State Park in Ohio. I’m

feeling a damp, soothing coolness on my
face and forearms. It is ten degrees cooler
in the gorges of Hocking Hills than out-
side the park. Cedar Falls pours like
smooth cream from the rock. A crowd
stands, staring with the fascination
humans so often have for falling water.

There’s a stairwell to the right of the falls, and I
climb it. Above the falls is silence. I wander through
the trees, and they open into a patch of sun. White
gravel chunks begin to show under the grass. It’s a
road. Grass has grown over the stones. In the middle
of the grass sits a bright orange gas pipeline. “Cau-
tion,” warns a sign on the pipe.

The Progressive sent me to see this Ohio state park.
And it did so for two reasons: 1) It’s beautiful and
beloved; 2) it could soon be an oil and gas drill site.

In late June, Ohio Republican Governor (and for-

Anne-Marie Cusac is a contributing writer for The
Progressive, a professor of journalism at Roosevelt Uni-
versity, and the author of “Cruel and Unusual: The
Culture of Punishment in America” (Yale, 2009;
paperback 2010).

A Derrick by
Your Campsite
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mer prominent U.S. Republican
Representative) John Kasich signed
into law House Bill 133. The bill
allows for leasing of state-owned land
for oil and gas drilling. While a late
amendment exempted nature pre-
serves and natural areas, drills could
soon bite into Ohio’s state forests,
wilderness areas, and state parks. 

What Kasich is doing to the envi-
ronment in Ohio is in line with other
assaults on the environment by
rightwing Republican governors. (See
sidebar on page 23.)

In Ohio, the drilling could include
traditional oil and gas wells, but also
the horizontal and deep-shale extrac-
tion process called hydrofracking.

Hydrofracking propels large
amounts of water and chemicals
under high pressure to force gas
deposits from deep rock.

“Fracking fluid kills everything
when it gets out into the environ-
ment,” says Cheryl Johncox, executive
director of the Buckeye Forest Coun-
cil, an environmental organization
that opposes drilling in the Ohio state
parks. And there are concerns about
air quality near the wells. “Off-gassing
is huge,” she says. She mentions the
volatile organic compounds and the
polycarbonates in the air emissions,
such as benzene and toluene.

The drilling process requires “just
a phenomenal number of support
vehicles,” says Bob Shields, head of
the Ohio chapter of the Sierra Club.
“We’re talking about sending casings
down up to a mile. Those casings
have to be trucked in.” Hydrofrack-
ing also swallows water—“six million
gallons per well. That has to be
trucked in. That’s an awful lot of
trucks.”

Ron Prosek, the vice president of
the Network for Oil and Gas
Accountability and Protection, says
fracking may soon be big in Ohio.
The companies are “buying up leases
like crazy here,” he says. A while ago,
there were only seventy-two permits
for the process, he says, but in the last
eighteen months almost every county
with significant shale deposits has

seen between 1,000 and 3,000 leases.
While those leases are on private

lands, Kasich and the Ohio legisla-
ture have now opened public lands,
as well.

The Ohio Department of Natural
Resources sounds uncertain about
opening Hocking Hills to oil and gas
drilling. “You’re talking about an
awful lot of sensitive habitat to con-
sider” and a lot of visitors using the
park, says Laura Jones, spokesperson
for the agency. “We really do strive
for a balance between wise use and
protection and conservation of the
resources. That is our mission.”

Just how the Ohio DNR will be
able to regulate oil and gas leasing in
state parks is also in question. Bill
133 set up a special committee to
handle leasing. It will be composed of
two members “recommended by a
statewide organization representing
the oil and gas industry,” one envi-
ronmentalist, the state geologist, and
“one member of the public with
expertise in finance or real estate.” In
its testimony on the bill, the Ohio
DNR asked to maintain control over
the leasing. But the legislature gave
that power to the committee instead. 

Ask people around here how
they feel toward Hocking
Hills State Park, and they’ll

tell you about their lives.
Ellen Grinsfelder’s mother started

an inn here in 1987 on property sur-
rounded on three sides by the state
park. “She decided that Hocking
Hills was really as pretty as any place
she had ever been,” says Grinsfelder.
“A lot of people would say that she
was the pioneer of travel and tourism
in the area. Her friends said she was
crazy.”

Grinsfelder’s mother lived only
four years after starting the Inn at
Cedar Falls. She had cancer. “One of
her last wishes was to go for a walk on
top of Cedar Falls,” says Grinsfelder.
“We accomplished that.”

Grinsfelder now runs the inn. She
and her husband have expanded the
place from the original nine rooms.

Six restored 1840s log cabins are
available as rentals. “We did it all
green—reused lumber,” she says.
Grinsfelder points to the dark wood
floor in the room where we are sit-
ting. Those are boards from old pal-
lets, she says. “We collect the rainwa-
ter and use it for flushing the toilets,”
she adds. The Inn at Cedar Falls also

has four beehives.
The commitment to sustainability

was part of her mother’s vision from
the beginning, says Grinsfelder. “She
believed you had to give back to the
land, not just take away.”

Tourism in Hocking Hills is
“thriving,” she says. “We have guests
that come three, four, five times a
year just to get revived and energized
by walking the state parks and us
feeding their souls good food. They
say they sleep better here than at
home. It’s the natural environment
that allows that to happen.”

Grinsfelder employs forty-five
local people in this area of north
Appalachia. Many have worked at the
Inn for more than five years.

The Progressive u 21

Cusac 11.2011_FeatureD 12.2005x  10/5/11  9:29 AM  Page 21



22 u November 2011

More than 200 businesses in the
Hocking Hills area offer rental cabins
and cottages. Other businesses
include gift shops, restaurants, gas
stations, pharmacies, banks, horse-
back riding stables, and zip-line
establishments.

Nor does it include weddings. I’m
walking down the paved path to Ash
Cave, preoccupied with the Canadi-
an cypress trees and falling shadows. I
look up when I hear a sentence
unusual for a state park. “Now, resist
the urge to rub that mud into your
dress,” a woman with an up-do is say-
ing to a woman in white. “When you
get back, hang it up right away.” So
the women are making a valiant
effort. The bride teeters, clutching a
fistful of dress. Two other women in
long, slim black gowns trot to keep
up with her and assist with the bou-
quet. Ahead of them, a few men in
vests and white shirts sling their jack-
ets over their shoulders and saunter
along with a good deal less trouble.

Hocking Hills is the wedding cap-
ital of Ohio, with an active industry
to support it. Some local businesses
offer wooded ceremony sites, com-
plete with cakes, flowers, music, and
honeymoon cabins. Others promise
to make eloping tons of fun. 

Ash Cave, 700 feet wide, with a
pool below a trembling, sheer water-
fall, is the favorite location for such
ceremonies. I notice a crushed red
petal on the path. Then the grandeur
of the cavern claims my attention.
The humans wandering in its recess-
es look tiny under the high rock arc.

Eric Hoffman, a professional
photographer and owner of the
Old Bear’s Den Workshop

Center, depends on Hocking Hills
for his livelihood. The state park’s
stunning beauty serves as a backdrop
for his wedding photos.

I get in touch with Hoffman
because I hear he’s upset about Bill
133 and its potential to bring drilling
to Hocking Hills. He agrees to show
me around the park.

Hoffman helps me adjust my cam-

era for the low, shifting light photog-
raphers prize. Trained as a naturalist,
he points out the best place to photo-
graph the waterfalls, a 300-year-old
Canadian cypress, and an endangered
red flower called the royal catchfly that
clings to a ripple in the sandstone.

As we walk the winding paths near
Old Man’s Cave, Hoffman talks about
a storm a week earlier that caused the
park streams to flood violently. He
points to an exposed sandstone wall.
“That was not here a few weeks ago,”
he says. A little later, he nods toward a
large pile of gravel in the river and
explains that it is also a result of the
recent storm. “Just looking at that,
you can imagine what might happen
with some of the runoff from the
wells,” he says. The oil and gas com-
panies are “coming into a fragile habi-
tat. As much as they say it’s not going
to have an effect, it is. No one knows
what it’s going to be.”

When I ask Hoffman what he
most loves about Hocking Hills, he
selects a sound: “To listen from a
porch at night and hear two barred
owls calling back and forth between
hills with absolutely no noise in the
background is the most amazing
noise you’ll ever hear.” 

Damaged silence preoccupies those
who want to keep oil and gas drilling
out of Hocking Hills State Park. “The
noise in the background from the
machinery—it’s a constant twenty-
four hours a day,” says Hoffman.

The Myers family knows a
thing or two about noise in a
quiet place. They own 600

acres in Hocking County, where they
operate Bear Run Inn Cabins and
Cottages. They also have twelve oil
wells, many now inactive. “Most of
these have been drilled prior to us
purchasing the property,” says Phil
Myers. In the 1980s, “my parents,
when they first purchased some of
the property, they had several wells
drilled.”

“When they were drilling oil
across the road here, the noise and
the vibration was so bad we couldn’t

sleep upstairs,” says Bud Myers, Phil’s
father. “It was shaking the windows.
Out here in the country, it is so quiet,
a little bit of noise drives you nuts.”

Bear Run Inn, listed in Inn Travelers
Magazine as the “Best for Most Priva-
cy” in 2005, ordinarily offers some-
thing visitors prize—quiet. “We have
people walking on our place, and they
experience something they’ve never
experienced before, which is the sound
of the snow falling,” says Bud Myers.

Bud Myers has seen oil spills on
his property, and he points out the
blackened soil as he gives me a tour.

“Hopefully, they won’t have a
spill,” he says of the oil and gas com-
panies. “If they do have some kind of
spill, it could do a lot of damage.”

Myers says the oil pumps on his
property came from a Zanesville,
Ohio, company called Oxford Oil.
“Most likely, the few wells we have
left in the Hocking Hills area are very
old,” says John Straker, president of
Oxford Oil. It’s like having a car.
Once in a while, you have the possi-
bility of having an accident.” If the
owner contacts the Ohio DNR about
it, “the regulator is very responsive to
landowner concerns.” Straker says
the company is “in good standing”
with the Ohio DNR, and that “we’re
pretty aggressive about cleaning up if
we know about them.”

When House Bill 133 first
appeared in March, lots of ordinary
Ohio citizens started traveling to
Columbus and talking to legislators
and representatives from the oil and
gas industry. Bud Myers’s daughter,
Gwen Corbett, made repeated trips to
Columbus. Her dad and brother
went, too. Corbett runs a small nature
and wellness retreat on her family’s
property called Bear’s Den Cottage.

“They wanted it to go through
fast, right away, without any obstruc-
tions. That’s what I felt and what I
saw,” says Corbett. “I told them, I
feel you made your minds up a long,
long time ago.”

Her county depends on tourism,
says Corbett. “One in seven of our
jobs rely on that state park, and now
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we’re like, we only have that one
small thing, and you’re going to
potentially muck it up for us.”

In his testimony before the Ohio
legislature, Thomas Stewart, exec-
utive vice president of the 1,500-

member Ohio Oil and Gas Associa-
tion, spoke specifically about the
Hocking Hills State Park. “I feel it is
important to note that despite claims
by anti-oil and gas groups, nobody is
advocating drilling oil and gas wells
on properties that offer a unique
experience of nature, long treasured
by Ohio citizens,” he said. “An exam-
ple would be the Hocking Hills State
Park—the Old Man’s Cave area.”

The bow to the power of Old
Man’s Cave did not mean the whole
park would be free of drilling, how-
ever. “On the other hand, their sug-
gestion that having oil and gas devel-
opment in proximity to these special
areas is somehow a shocking new
threat that, if allowed, would dese-
crate the sanctity of the public trust
is, at best, disingenuous,” Stewart
said. “A map of the Hocking Hills
State Parks clearly shows that these
beautiful and pristine parks have long
coexisted with substantive oil and gas
development. It is time to reject
hyperbole and, instead, seek com-
mon interest.”

In Stewart’s mind, “common
interest” means extracting oil and gas
from state park lands, with the state
benefiting from $300 million in roy-
alties that he projects.

In addition to Hocking Hills State
Park, Stewart mentioned one other
Ohio state park by name—Salt Fork.
“In many ways Salt Fork is the poster
child of state lands leasing,” Stewart
said in his testimony on Bill 133. “It is
huge—consisting of 20,000 consoli-
dated acres.” But more importantly,
the park almost certainly has oil and
gas. “It may be the true ultimate
potential for this region,” said Stewart.

Salt Fork “is the one they really,
really want to get their hooks into,”
says Prosek of the Network for Oil
and Gas Accountability and Protec-
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Other Republican 
Governors Trash the 
Environment
Oil and gas drilling in Ohio’s state parks offers a close look at one small

part of a much larger state-level assault on the environment waged by
other Republican governors.

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie

Environment New Jersey gave Christie a D+ rating in 2010. The group’s
summary of the reasons: “Late last year, Governor Christie terminated

funding for a new rail tunnel under the Hudson River that would allow
more people to take public transit, rather than drive, to New York City.
Around that same time, the governor proclaimed skepticism that humans
were contributing to climate change. Then, just a week later, he signaled his
desire to unravel protections for water reservoirs that serve half the state, and
allow more development on previously protected land.” The governor also
“cut more than $400 million from state clean energy programs.”

Florida Governor Rick Scott

Scott vetoed $305 million for land conservation funds and wants to cut
funding for restoring the Everglades. He also appointed a former power

company executive to the board of the South Florida Water Management
District, even though the executive’s company had been fined $640,000 for
repeated environmental regulations.

Maine Governor Paul LePage

According to the Portland Press Herald: “Gov. Paul LePage has proposed
zoning ten million acres of northern Maine for development, repealing

laws that require manufacturers to take back recyclable goods for disposal,
and reversing a ban on the use of a chemical linked to cancer in children’s
products.” LePage also advocates relaxing state standards on air emissions.

Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker

Walker has all but nixed wind farms in Wisconsin. Three companies
that were planning wind farms have now pulled out or are consider-

ing doing so.
He is also offering a sale of all state-owned power plants to private inter-

ests. Many of these plants currently violate federal clean air standards,
according to the Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel. And he’s supporting an open-
pit iron ore mine up north.

Meanwhile, he refused federal high-speed railroad funds and ended loan
and grant programs that encourage energy-efficient business operations.

—Anne-Marie Cusac

Cusac 11.2011_FeatureD 12.2005x  10/5/11  9:29 AM  Page 23



tion. In addition to the huge size of
the park itself, “It has a lake onsite.
They can use it for hydrofracking.”

The Ohio DNR also sees the park
as a likely target. “Salt Fork State Park
certainly holds potential, given its
history,” says spokesperson Jones.
There has been oil and gas drilling in
the park’s past, she says, and there is a
great deal of such activity in the
countryside near the park.

So I decide to go to Salt Fork. But
first I pass the Rushing Wind
Biker Church (where everyone

is welcome) and pull off the highway
in New Concord, Ohio, a few exits
from Salt Fork. I want to visit John
Glenn’s house.

There was something about John
Glenn that I associated with state
parks. A quality from the mid-twen-
tieth-century United States. A belief
in the public good.

At the John and Annie Glenn His-
toric Site, visitors can see John
Glenn’s sled and ice skates, his hobby
horse (“Now, why he kept that, I
have no idea,” said our guide, Ron
Vessels), his tricycle, family photos,
the flight suit and Converse sneakers
he wore on Friendship 7, and a radio
he gave his wife-to-be, Annie, when
she had the mumps in the 1930s.
Glenn sold his mother’s rhubarb to
raise eight dollars to buy the radio,
Vessels tells us. We can also see
Glenn’s senior year report card. “We
covered up the B+” in Home Eco-
nomics, Vessels says. Apart from the
B+, Glenn had all As. 

Vessels is standing on the other side
of a glass case from me when he says
something that gives me pause. Vessels
points to an old Minolta camera. “He
took the first picture from space,” he
says. The photo is black and white. It
captures a small, curved corner of
Earth. Underneath a skim of clouds
lies a visible landmass and ocean.

Unlike the well-known photograph
of the entire Earth taken from Apollo 8
in December 1968, this little black
and white scrap of an image never
landed on a stamp. It never became

one of the most-reproduced images in
history. Nor did it propel momentum
toward the first Earth Day. Yet the
snapshot has a power of its own—it is
a homely image of home.

Glenn just celebrated his ninetieth
birthday, and he recently requalified
for his pilot’s license. But in some
ways, his optimism is from another
time. Ohio was important back then,
too. When Ohio’s Cuyahoga River
started on fire in 1969, Richard
Nixon realized that the people of the
United States wanted to protect the
natural world. Under pressure from a
burgeoning mass movement, he
responded by signing some of the
most salient pieces of environmental
legislation we have.

I asked Vessels and his co-workers
whether they knew of the gas and oil
drilling that could happen up at Salt
Fork State Park, and what their opin-
ions were. Ross Love, who plays the
role of a boarder in the Glenn house-
hold during the tour, tosses a sen-
tence over his shoulder. “It’s not like
we can change it,” he says. “They’re
going to do what they want to do.”

As for Salt Fork, “I like it,” Love
says. “It’s quiet. It’s relaxing. There’s a
lot of woods out there.”

I’ve got silence on the brain as I
drive into 20,000-acre Salt Fork
State Park. I pull into the ranger

station, roll down the window, turn
off the engine. I hear a car pass on the
park road, then only locust buzz and
the breeze. As Love suggested, silence
is easy to get here—for now.

Then I notice two gleaming black
birds with broad white bands on their
shoulders. They are doing an unusual
flying maneuver of lifting a few feet out
of the milkweed and Queen Anne’s
lace. Then they sink back to invisibility.
I recognize them—bobolinks.

I grew up hearing about
bobolinks. The way people talked,
they seemed like ordinary birds. Yet,
though I’ve seen plenty of rural birds,
I missed out on the bobolink till I
was in my forties and traveled to
Michigan with a bunch of birders,

who knew how to find them. The
Michigan bobolinks were doing the
same acrobatic stunt, as if gravity
gave them up just long enough so
they could pop above the grasses,
then claimed them again.

My experience of not seeing a sup-
posedly common bird is almost cer-
tainly linked to the bobolink’s steep
population drop, which is due, in
large part, to the plowing under of
our grasslands.

“The Bird of Birds is gone,”
warned Emily Dickinson in one of
several poems where she associated
the bobolink with joy. “How nulli-
fied the Meadow—/Her Sorcerer
withdrawn!”

As Ohio environmentalists point
out repeatedly, Salt Fork is an unusu-
al success story. It is a recovered strip
mine. Matt Trokan, conservation
program coordinator of the Ohio
Sierra Club, notes the irony. In the
1960s and 1970s, the State of Ohio
“put lots of money into it so they can
reclaim it,” he says. “A couple of
decades down the road, they change
the rules so they can drill.” 

“Fundamentally, this is a promise-
breaker. The people were always
promised the parks would be a safe
haven from any development,” says
Jack Shaner, public affairs director of
the Ohio Environmental Council.
“There’s a risk of flow out, a leak or
spill. These are not unheard of events.
A park is the last place you’d like it to
occur.” And where, he asks, are the
companies going to drill? “Not the
beach. Not the bathhouse. Not the
campground. You have to go to
remote areas. Now you’re going to go
to the very heart of what makes a park
a park.” Shaner expresses deep skepti-
cism about the plan. “We’re going
back to the laboratory,” he says. “We’ll
see how much the land can take.”

What can a state park offer?
Public property. Public
values. A commons and a

communion with nature. A waterfall,
a cave, the sound of snow falling,
silence, a bobolink. u
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YOU MAY HAVE HEARD ABOUT
the American Legislative Exchange
Council (ALEC), which helps

Republicans draft bills in statehouses.
(We reported on the group last month.)
But you’ve probably not heard of the
Republican State Leadership Committee,
which gets them elected in the first place.

This little-known group, formed in 2002, is the
only national organization that focuses on electing
Republican majorities to state legislatures. It has been
active in forty-six states and has spent tens of millions
of dollars. Based in Alexandria, Virginia, the com-
mittee targets legislative chambers—from Maine to
Wisconsin—where there is a chance for control to
change hands.

The group played a decisive role in the 2010 elec-
tions, and helped flip twenty state legislative cham-
bers from Democrat to Republican. Republicans now
control more state legislatures than at any time since
1928.

By Elizabeth DiNovella
Illustration by David Gothard

Elizabeth DiNovella is culture editor of The Progressive
magazine. This report was produced as part of a collab-
orative investigative effort to expose the influence of cor-
porate money on the political process by members of The
Media Consortium, in partnership with the We the Peo-
ple Campaign. To read more stories from this series, visit
www.themediaconsortium.org.

The Group Behind
the Republican
Takeover
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The committee’s main tactic was
to barrage the public airwaves with
negative ads, much of it done at the
tail end of the campaign season.
GOP stalwarts such as Karl Rove and
Ed Gillespie aggressively executed the
battle plans through their consulting
firms.

“We’ve had hard-fought cam-
paigns before, but we’ve never seen
out-of-state money drop a negativity
bomb in so many races,” says Ann
Luther, who sits on the board of
Maine Citizens for Clean Elections.
“It was shocking.”

Able to raise unlimited funds, the
Republican State Leadership Com-
mittee is a stalking horse for corpo-
rate America. Top contributors to the
group include Altria (formerly Philip
Morris), Anheuser-Busch, Citigroup,
Comcast Cable, Exxon Mobil, Home
Depot, Monsanto, PhRMA, U.S.
Chamber of Commerce, Verizon,
and WellPoint.

The Republican State Leader-
ship Committee played a piv-
otal role in Wisconsin,

enabling Republicans to flip both
houses of the state legislature and the
governorship from Democrat to
Republican last November. The
group bet big—-and won big—even
though it was the first time it spent
money on legislative races in the
state. It dropped almost one million
dollars in five races, and won four of
the seats.

The group had originally regis-
tered as a political action committee
in Wisconsin in 2009. But it ended
the PAC after the January 2010 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling in Citizens
United and formed as a corporation
making independent disbursements.

In 2010, the Wisconsin Govern-
ment Accountability Board created
rule 1.91, which required indepen-
dent groups to file reports on politi-
cal campaign spending.

“1.91 was a rule to basically, in the
wake of Citizens United, say that a
corporation had to register and
report information,” says Reid Mag-

ney, spokesman for the Government
Accountability Board.

The committee was the top spend-
ing 1.91 organization in the fall 2010
election, according to its filings with
the Government Accountability
Board. Its filings also reveal where its
income came from: the Republican
State Leadership Committee.

“We have all these groups spend-
ing millions of dollars in Wisconsin,
and the source of income is them-
selves,” says Mike McCabe, executive
director of the Wisconsin Democracy
Campaign. “The true origin of the
money is being concealed.”

Wisconsin does not have disclo-
sure laws that are geared for corporate
election spending because in 1905
the state legislature banned corporate
contributions to political campaigns.
The 2010 Supreme Court ruling
essentially overturned that law.
“Now, we are left with corporate elec-
tion spending but no disclosure
laws,” says McCabe. “We are left in a
very vulnerable position.”

Most of the Republican State
Leadership Committee’s money went
to oppose candidates, not support
them. It spent five times more money
tearing down Democratic candidates
than building up its own Republican
candidates.

“We’ll be providing air cover,”
Chris Jankowski, current president of
the committee, boasted to The Wall
Street Journal.

It certainly did. It blasted central
Wisconsin’s airwaves and spent
$326,700 on negative campaigns
against Russ Decker, who was the
Democratic majority leader at the
time. It was the only group to target
Decker.

It also went after Democrat Kath-
leen Vinehout with a glossy direct
mail package that asked: “Why
would senator Kathleen Vinehout
allow Wisconsin convicts out of
prison early?” The mailing resembles
a poster for a horror film: A young,
white woman has a terrified look on
her face as a man’s hand covers her
mouth. The accusation was based on

Vinehout’s support for the 2009-
2011 state budget, which included
the early release program.

Two D.C.-based companies han-
dled these TV and radio ads and
received media consulting fees: Ten-
Capitol and SRCP Media. TenCapi-
tol has a client list that includes the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, the
Wisconsin Chamber of Commerce,
the Michigan Chamber of Com-
merce, McDonald’s, and PhRMA.

SRCP Media was founded by
Greg Stevens, who ran John
McCain’s 2000 campaign. Stevens
created the famous Michael Dukakis
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sitting in a tank ad for the George H.
W. Bush campaign. SRCP has done
work for Senators Bill Frist, Lindsey
Graham, Saxby Chambliss, and the
pro-Iraq invasion advocacy group
Freedom Watch. Roll Call named
SRCP “the largest and most influen-
tial Republican media firm.”

The Republican State Leader-
ship Committee files with the
IRS as a nonprofit “527”

group. (The 527 number refers to the
tax code.) This status gives the group
flexibility. There are no upper limits
on contributions or spending limits,
and any type of donor can con-
tribute.

During the 2010 election cycle,
the Republican State Leadership
Committee ranked fourth among
527 groups in expenditures at $29
million. The biggest spender during
that election cycle was the Republi-
can Governors Association, which
shelled out $131 million, followed by
the Democratic Governors Associa-
tion ($55 million), and the American
Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees ($46 million).

IRS filings show the committee
has been heavily backed by big busi-
ness since its inception. Many of the
same companies that give money to
the committee also give money to
ALEC and the Republican Gover-
nors Association.

Its biggest contributor by far is the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, which
has given more than $11 million.
Devon Energy Corporation has given
nearly $2 million. Tobacco (Altria,
Reynolds), pharmaceutical (Glaxo-
smithklein, AstraZeneca), and health
insurance (WellPoint) industries all
give money.

Ed Gillespie, former Republican
National Committee chairman, leads
the Republican State Leadership
Committee. He also contracts with
it. During 2010, his company, Ed
Gillespie Strategies, received regular
monthly consulting fees of $16,667.

American Crossroads, another 527
group, has donated $600,000 to the

committee, ranking within the top
twenty-five contributors. American
Crossroads is the brainchild of Karl
Rove and Gillespie.

527s groups such as the Republi-
can State Leadership Committee and
the Republican Governors Associa-
tions are ways to shuffle money
around, says Rich Robinson of the
Michigan Campaign Finance Net-
work. The groups act as clearing-
houses “to wipe fingerprints off the
money,” he says. Thus, voters are
unable to easily decipher which com-
panies are influencing their state
elections.

The committee played a major
role in the mud fest that char-
acterized Maine’s 2010 leg-

islative races. It spent $400,000 on
five Maine state senate races. All five
Republicans won. And all five disap-
proved of the group’s intrusion into
state politics.

“Their spending was roundly
denounced,” says Alison Smith, pres-
ident of Maine Citizens for Clean
Elections. “To compound the big
spending, it was just very negative
attack ads. The ads were below the
belt type messages.”

The ads were so disparaging that
one of the Democratic candidates,
James Schatz, filed a libel lawsuit
against the group. (These ads were
handled by Crossroads Media, an
affiliate of American Crossroads.)

The committee’s ad accused
Schatz, who served as a selectman in
Blue Hill, of voting to cancel the
town’s Independence Day fireworks
and of voting to pay $10,000 to
political organization instead. Yet the
opposite was true: Schatz had voted
for the fireworks. And the $10,000
donation was voted on by people of
Blue Hill at a town meeting.

Judge D. Brock Hornby ruled
against Schatz, due to the lack of
actual malice. The judge concluded
“this is the classic case recognized by
the Supreme Court in describing the
sometimes negative consequences of
First Amendment protection.” But

the judge also noted that “if the alle-
gations of the amended complaint
are true, James Schatz behaved as a
responsible public official . . . where-
as the Republican State Leadership
Committee played the juvenile role
of ‘gotcha’ politics in order to win an
election.”

Frank Langley, Schatz’s Republi-
can opponent who won the election,
criticized the ads. “This cost me votes
and cost me the respect of a lot of
people in my community who
thought I had something to do with
it,” Langley told Down East. “What
bothers me the most is that people
can just come along and drop a bomb
from 40,000 feet, and I have to pick
up the pieces.”

All the candidates who were tar-
geted by the negative ads were eligi-
ble for public funding under Maine’s
clean election laws. However, the
Republican State Leadership Com-
mittee failed to file its expenditure
reports on time, which slowed the
disbursement of the matching funds.
Because of this tardiness, Maine’s
Commission on Governmental
Ethics and Election Practices levied a
$26,000 fine against the committee,
the biggest fine ever levied.

“The late independent expendi-
ture reports by the RSLC resulted in
a delay of more than $160,000 in
matching funds to five State Senate
candidates,” says a report by Maine’s
ethics commission. “These delays are
significant within the final two weeks
of a campaign when it is critical for
candidates to have full control over
the timing and content of their cam-
paign messages.”

What happened in Wiscon-
sin and Maine wasn’t
unique. The committee

devoted significant resources in 2010
toward Michigan, New York, and
Ohio.

The GOP picked up twenty seats
in Michigan, and now is the majority
party in the House. (The Republi-
cans control the senate, too, and the
governorship.)

DiNovella 11.2011_FeatureD 12.2005x  10/5/11  9:26 AM  Page 28



The Progressive u 29

The Republican State Leadership
Committee spent $1.4 million in
four races for the New York State
Senate and were able to pick up two.
The GOP now controls the senate
chamber.

The committee spent almost $1
million in the Ohio races, targeting
six and winning five. Most of these
districts went for President Obama in
2008. The GOP now controls both
chambers in Ohio, and the new gov-
ernor is a Republican, too.

These new Republican majorities,
along with the already-existing ones,
put the GOP in charge of redistrict-
ing Congressional maps in seventeen
states, including all of the House
seats from the swing states of Michi-
gan, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wis-
consin.

Looking ahead to the 2012 elec-
tion, the committee is expect-
ed to continue to focus on

swing states such as Colorado, Flori-
da, Nevada, Ohio, Virginia, and
Wisconsin.

“Wisconsin remains a battle-
ground state, and the RSLC will be
aggressively involved in increasing
our majority in 2012,” said Jankow -
ski in a statement after Wisconsin’s
summer recall elections. (The com-
mittee did not return phone calls or
e-mails for comment.)

This summer it launched the
Future Majority Project, an initiative
to get women,  young people, and
Latinos to run for office as Republi-
cans. It has set a goal to recruit at
least 100 new Hispanic Republican
candidates.

“The RSLC believes that cultivat-
ing change is best achieved through a
bottom-up, state-level approach,”
said Jankowski in a press release.

The Republican State Leadership
Committee may try to portray itself
as being grassroots, but its plans are
executed by D.C. insiders and paid
for by big business. u

Who’s Afraid of Frances Fox Piven?
The Essential Writings of the Professor Glenn Beck Loves to Hate

How is it that                                      , a distinguished 
university professor, past president of the American 
Sociological Association, and recipient of numerous  
awards and accolades for her work, could suddenly 
find herself all over the Internet—and Fox TV—as the 
subject of a vicious and relentless hate campaign 
spearheaded by darling of the right Glenn Beck? 

Is she “an enemy of the constitution” (Glenn Beck)? 
Or is she “the embodiment of the best of American 
democracy” (The Nation)?

“The future of the country 
depends in part on how it 
responds to the legacy of 

Frances Fox Piven.” 
—CORNEL WEST 

“Piven asks essential 
questions.” 

—PUBLISHERS WEEKLY

Also just published:

How is it that                                      , a distinguished 

Now you can decide.

HELL NO: 
Your Right to Dissent in Twenty-First-
Century America

Michael Ratner and Margaret Ratner 
Kunstler explore attacks upon and crim-
inalization of dissent and protest, from 
the surveillance of activists to the dis-
ruption of demonstrations and from the 
labeling of protestors as “terrorists” 
to the jailing of those the government 
claims are giving “material support” 
to its perceived enemies. Hell No is an 
indispensable tool in the effort to give 
free speech and protest meaning in a 
post–9/11 world.
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Aging in the Home™ Technology

Are you
in love
with your
home,
but
afraid 
of your
staircase?
This innovative and affordable solution enables you to 
maintain your independence and stay in the home you love.
Like most people, the older I 
get, the more I miss life’s simple
pleasures. The thing is, I want to
stay in the home I love, the home
where my wife and I raised our 
children. Recently, when my 
doctor told me that I should 
not climb stairs, I thought I had 
no choice but to move. Our 
bedroom’s on the second floor, and
neither my wife nor I feel safe
walking up or down the stairs. I
had even started looking at
brochures for homes in a senior
community when a friend asked
me why I would move when there
was such an easy solution. It’s
called the Easy ClimberTM, and it’s
enabled me to stay put.

If you or someone you love lives
in a home with more than one
floor, the staircase can be more
than an inconvenience, it can be a
health threat. Whether it's due to
mobility issues or cardiac con-
cerns, why risk your life climbing
stairs when an easy solution is
only a phone call away? You’ll be
surprised how easy, simple, and 
affordable this system is. It 
features a reliable, aircraft-grade
cable drive that’s been tested over

30,000 cycles. It’s also designed
for basements and outdoors. It’s
simple enough for most people to
install on either side of the stairs, a
snap to use, and comes with an 
exclusive lifetime warranty* on
the drive train. Call our toll-free
number now, and a friendly,
knowledgeable product expert 
can answer all of your questions
and help you get on the road 
to independence and safety in 
the home.

1998 Ruffin Mill Road
Colonial Heights, VA 23834

Easy Climber™

Call Now to SAVE $100 and
get FREE Shipping!

Please mention promotional code 

42604.
Because this item is customized for your 

home before shipping, it does not qualify for 
firstSTREET’s normal 90 day risk-free trial.

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day.

1-888-679-3648
We accept all major credit cards, or if you 

choose, you can pay by check over the phone.
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firstSTREET
exclusive

not available
in stores

firstSTREET
exclusive

not available
in stores

• Lifetime warranty*
• 10 safety sensors
• Swivel-style seat
• 350 lb. capacity
• Available in AC

or DC models
• Easy to use

• Seat belt

What to look for
Quality Construction and 
Dependability: Look for a cable drive
system that uses high-grade cable. 
Go for one that has a weight capacity
of at least 300 pounds. Has the 
product been tested over thousands
and thousands of cycles?
Safety: Insist on built-in safety sensors
to stop the chair upon encountering
any obstruction. Make sure there’s a
swivel safety switch that prevents the
lift from operating if you are not in 
the proper position. Don’t forget the
seat belt!
Flexibility: Look for a system that 
can be installed on either side of the 
staircase, a control that can be put on
either side of the chair and has multiple
call/send controls. There are systems
out there that let you choose either AC
or DC operation.
Warranty*: Some systems are backed
by limited drive-train and parts 
warranties—why stop there? Insist on
a lifetime warranty on the drive train.!

Designed for easy 
self installation to 
save you money

My father always told me “when you
want something done right… do it 
yourself.” Your home is your most 
valuable investment, and adding Easy
Climber™ can enhance its value. Why
spend a lot for installation when this 
system has been designed to be installed
by almost anyone, with only a drill and a
screwdriver, in a matter of hours. You’ll
get the satisfaction of knowing the job
was done right… not to mention the
money you’ll save. We’ll include a 
helpful booklet to walk you through the
simple installation process, and our 
helpful product experts will be standing
by to help you at any time. 

SPECIAL SAVINGS
Moving up and down your stairs safely
and independently just became a little
more affordable. To save an additional
$100 plus FREE shipping please call the
number below and mention the special
promo code.
Free Shipping      Save $100
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By Dennis Bernstein
Illustration by Daniel Morgenstern

IFIRST ENCOUNTERED NORMAN
Solomon nearly thirty years ago, when I
was teaching writing to prisoners in a

conservative community of upstate New
York. One day, I opened up a local news-
paper and saw an op-ed he had penned on
the murder of a young engineer named
Ben Linder by U.S.-supported counter-
revolutionaries in Nicaragua. It was a time
when very few in the mainstream were
questioning President Reagan’s policies,
and it meant a great deal to me.

“As the glare of publicity fades, those of us with
personal memories of Ben Linder are left to ponder
the meaning of his death,” Solomon wrote. “Why
would anyone want to kill a gentle helpful man for
working to provide electricity to a small village in an
impoverished country?”

Since those early Reagan days, Solomon has been
a biting media critic, a syndicated columnist, and the
author of a number of books. And for more than a
dozen years, he has directed the Institute for Public
Accuracy, which he founded to present a wider range

Dennis Bernstein is the executive producer of Flash-
points, an award-winning daily news magazine syndi-
cated over Pacifica Radio, and a contributor to Consor-
tiumnews.com. His first collection of poetry, “Special
Ed.,” will be published in January.

Media Activist
Runs for Congress
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of voices that mainstream and alter-
native journalists can tap into.

Early this year, Solomon announced
he was setting aside his distinguished
career to become a Democratic candi-
date for Congress. He is vying for the
seat soon to be vacated by the retiring
Representative Lynn Woolsey, in the
new gerrymandered District 2 that
stretches from the Golden Gate Bridge
hundreds of miles north to the Califor-
nia-Oregon border.

I caught up with candidate
Solomon at a recent house party and
fundraiser, in Mill Valley, an affluent
suburb about fifteen miles north of
the Golden Gate Bridge. I asked him
why he decided to make such a dras-
tic move.

“For more than forty years, I’ve
been writing to change the system;
now I’m running to change the sys-
tem,” he said. “For decades, we’ve
seen one disaster after another as pro-
gressives have routinely left the elec-
toral field to corporate Democrats
and their Republican colleagues. We
desperately need to go beyond the
false choice between staying true to
ideals and winning public office. Pro-
gressives can—and must—do both.”

Writer and social historian Martin
Lee co-authored Solomon’s second
book, Unreliable Sources. Lee, who
lives in Healdsburg, right in the heart
of the new Congressional district, says
Solomon’s bid was a natural evolution.

“For Norman, media criticism was
always a vehicle for promoting social
justice,” says Lee.

On Labor Day weekend at Cal-
ifornia’s state capitol in Sacra-
mento, Solomon was one of

a few white faces ensconced in a sea of
red United Farm Worker flags. It was
the climax of a 200-mile pilgrimage
for farmworker rights, led by UFW
President Arturo Rodriguez. While
Solomon was present to garner sup-
port for his Congressional run, he’s no
stranger to this movement.

“When I was seventeen years old in
1969, I was passing out Boycott Grape
solidarity fliers in support of the late

Cesar Chavez’s historic push to union-
ize farmworkers across the nation,” he
tells me in the sweltering noon heat. “I
love a good glass of wine. But there is
no wine on the planet wonderful
enough to wash away the bitterness of
injustice in the fields.”

Miguel Gavilan Molina, who toiled
in the fields as a child farmworker and
has played a key role in the creation of
the first rural day labor center to pro-
tect migrant workers in Graton, Cali-
fornia, says he was impressed by
Solomon’s “unrelenting support” for
farmworkers and day laborers.

“No one else has been out there for
the farmworkers like Solomon,” says
Molina. “All the other politicians are
busy clinking glasses with the growers,
while Norman is taking a moral posi-
tion for what he believes in, and beat-
ing the drum for it wherever he goes.”

Solomon has also been on the cut-
ting edge of the resistance to nuclear
power and nuclear weapons. He is
quick to make the point that the
notion of the peaceful atom is a
“myth.” He says he supports the
immediate closure of all nuclear
power plants, in California and all
over the United States.

Solomon has been arrested dozens
of times protesting nuclear weapons
and nuclear power, including once in
the mid-eighties when he boldly sat
in at the U.S. Embassy in Moscow
after the United States failed to sign
on to a nonproliferation treaty
backed by Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Over the years, Solomon has stood
side by side with Pentagon Papers
whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg in
speaking out strongly against the way
the Israeli government has mistreat-
ed, abused, and brutally imprisoned
Israeli nuclear whistleblower
Mordechai Vanunu. Now Ellsberg is
standing behind Solomon in his bid
for Congress.

“No one could better represent me
in Congress,” Ellsberg said in his
endorsement in September. “Nor-
man will not be silent when Demo-
cratic leaders lose their way or their
nerve. He’ll be a strong, independent

voice for economic justice, civil liber-
ties, and rigorous environmental pro-
tection—and a determined foe of the
militarism that is depleting our soci-
ety in countless ways.”

That’s if he gets to Congress. He
faces a steep challenge against the estab-
lishment Democrat, California state
representative Jared Huffman, and two
others just to win the primary.

Solomon says he’s taking no cor-
porate money, but he hasn’t hesi-
tated to welcome into his cam-

paign some Hollywood star power, in
the name of Sean Penn. His relation-
ship with Penn goes back some ten
years, just before the United States
invaded Iraq. Penn and Solomon trav-
eled together then to Iraq and Iran.

In late August, Penn headlined a
campaign fundraising event at Mc -
Near’s Mystic Theatre in Petaluma,
about forty miles north of the Golden
Gate Bridge. To an enthusiastic audi-
ence of some 300 Solomon supporters,
Penn recalled the trip to Iran.

“As hundreds, then thousands,
gathered around the circle of singing
women, suddenly it was the appear-
ance of the special police,” Penn said.
“And then out came the batons. As
things got chaotic, I briefly lost Nor-
man in the crowd. I was about twen-
ty-five yards from getting to that
inner circle of women who were tak-
ing bludgeons to the heads. And then
I saw Norman, not flinching, stand-
ing directly beside them, and he
stayed through it all.”

In a recent stump speech, the typ-
ically mild-mannered and soft-spo-
ken Solomon—who describes him-
self as a “Green New Deal”
politician—got worked up a bit as he
laid down some of his core beliefs. 

“I believe that quality education,
adequate health care, consumer pro-
tection, civil liberties, and environ-
mental safeguards are not frills or mere
privilege—they should be our
birthrights as Americans,” Solomon
said. “It’s not ‘national security’ to have
our schools crumbling, homes fore-
closed on, and deficits skyrocketing.”u
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T H E  P RO G R E S S I V E  I N T E RV I E W

by David Barsamian

Jodie Evans

David Barsamian is the founder and director of Alternative Radio in Boulder, Col-
orado. He interviewed Chris Hedges in the August issue.

Jodie Evans is a whirlwind of energy and enthusiasm. Ever on
the move, ever planning new demonstrations, campaigns,

and boycotts, she puts the active in activist. Visibility is not a
problem for her or for Code Pink, the feminist anti-war orga-
nization she co-founded with Medea Benjamin. It has a knack
of getting into the faces of the powerful and breaking through
the media silences.

“We’re trying to find new and creative ways to disrupt power,” Evans says.
She and Benjamin co-edited the book Stop the Next War Now: Effective

Responses to Violence and Terrorism. And Evans served as the executive producer
of the documentaries The Most Dangerous Man in America (about Daniel Ells-
berg) and The People Speak (based on Howard Zinn’s work). She is also the board
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to Code Pink. 
The next day we hung a big banner on the White

House that said “No War in Iraq.” And Diane got up
on the pole and she wouldn’t come down. The media
from the Rose Garden came running out, and it was
on all the morning news. We then went to the steps
of the Capitol at lunchtime. We had painted pink
doves of peace and put them on our bras and took
our shirts off. And on our bellies we wrote “Read My
Tits. No War in Iraq.” Because we had taken our
shirts off, all the cameras in the Congressional hear-
ing were on us. 

That’s pretty much what Code Pink has done since
the beginning. We’re in the face of power, wherever it
is. 

Q: How big is Code Pink?

Evans: Right now, we have about 200,000 people
who get our e-mails each week, and we have about
100 local chapters, but we have a small staff of five.
We feel that we’re just the container to give people the
tools for activism, and then it’s really the locals that
create the color and the intelligence and the vibrancy
that is Code Pink. Our purpose is to end war and
bring those resources back to the life-sustaining needs
of our community. 

Q: The so-called war on terror has been going on
now for more than ten years. Where are we? 

Evans: We’ve created a more dangerous world. We’ve
created more violence. We’ve unraveled the fabric of
our own society. We’ve watched everything get worse.
We’ve watched countries be destroyed, and we’ve
watched war become the answer to every question. 

Q: The Bush Administration said it wanted to
help women in Afghanistan when it invaded. The
Indian writer and activist Arundhati Roy said at
the time of the Afghan invasion that it was possi-
bly the first time in history that the U.S. Marine
Corps was claiming to be a feminist organization.
What’s your reaction to that?

Evans: It’s devastating to even think that they say
they’re helping these women. You can’t imagine
what life is like for these women in Afghanistan. To
help them would have been to educate them, would
have been to restore their country, would have been
to create structures. Everything is in shambles. The
only place that’s safe is Kabul. And the only women
that anyone speaks to are the women inside of
Kabul. Of course, they feel safe, so they want Amer-
ican soldiers to stay. So it becomes a very complex

chair of the Women’s Media Center.
She keeps her buoyancy and equanimity despite

being the target of vituperative attacks and threats.
Vitriol from the Internet site Radio Patriot labels her
as “an agent of influence for the anti-American gov-
ernments of Iran, Cuba, and Venezuela, as well as
Middle Eastern terrorists.” She is slandered and
demeaned sexually. But she carries on undeterred.

A current Code Pink project she is involved with is
the boycott of Ahava products, an Israeli cosmetics
company using resources from occupied Palestinian
land. As a result of picketing and other measures,
some stores in North America have dropped Ahava.

Looking at the United States, she says, “We’re
watching it crumble. But we have to be more vocal
and stronger than ever. We have to rely on ourselves
and remember what it is to be citizens because that’s
how we are going to get what we want.”

I was glad to finally catch up with her, as she has
quite the travel schedule. I talked with her in Boulder
on a Sunday evening in August when she was in the
Colorado Rockies for a conference.

What kindled your activism?

Jodie Evans: In 1970, I was a maid in one of the
big hotels in Las Vegas, and we got organized to
march for a living wage. Jane Fonda came and
marched with us. In that process, I found my power.
And we won. Then, as my friends from high school
started to go off to war, I became an anti-war activist
and used a lot of the skills I got from being organized
as a maid. I joined the McGovern campaign, and
turned eighteen a month before the election. I got to
be one of the first eighteen-year-olds to vote. I still
remember how powerful that was.

Q: What was the spark that launched Code Pink?

Evans: In May of 2002, about thirty-five of us who
were activists got together, and we called ourselves the
Unreasonable Women for the Earth. By September,
Bush was trying to frighten us with Code Orange and
Code Red and Code Yellow. One day, as the Iraq War
resolution was going through Congress, Medea,
Diane Wilson, and I got on the phone, and we said,
“OK, we’ve got to get to Washington.” We found out
through another girlfriend that Bush was going to
have all the members of Congress in the Rose Garden
the next morning, and he was going to give them the
resolution, and it was just going to go through
Congress like lightning. So we got together that night
and we said, “We’re going to call ourselves Code Hot
Pink.” But the problem was, when you went to the
Internet, it was a porn site. So we changed the name

Q:
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issue, even for women’s organizations. They say
we’re in Afghanistan for the women. They’ve done
nothing for the women. I spoke to some of the
women in Afghanistan. They said, “We don’t need
more soldiers. We need police.” 

Q: Tell me about your “Create, Not Hate” pro-
gram.

Evans: We have a “Ten Years and Counting Cam-
paign,” and part of that is “Create, Not Hate.” What
we’re doing, with a coalition of other organizations, is
going into communities and saying, “Through your
art, your theater, your music, your cultural center,
explain what these last ten years have cost you, have
cost your community, have cost our country, have
cost the world.” What’s beautiful is the experience of
creating art together, the experience of singing
together or dancing together or creating theater
together. That’s enriching. It gives you something
juicy back. And then, out of that, who knows what
happens?

Q: What’s the state of the women’s movement
today?

Evans: I’m so excited by women right now, not
just in America but globally. Women really are
coming into their own. We’re standing on the
shoulders of forty years of hard and messy work.
But that doesn’t meant the patriarchy isn’t alive
and well. I’m the chair of the Women’s Media
Center. It was started by Gloria Steinem and Jane
Fonda and Robin Morgan to make the female half
of the population visible. About 97 percent of the
media is created by men. 

Q: Maureen Dowd of The New York Times
quipped recently that Obama’s “Yes, we can!” slo-
gan has devolved into “Hey, we might.” You were
an early supporter of the President, and you’ve met
with him. Such people as Norman Solomon and
Cornel West are using the word “betrayal” to
describe the Obama Presidency. What happened?

Evans: I was way ahead of them. In 2007, when
Obama started to run, I wanted to support a black
man for President, I wanted to support an anti-war
activist for President. I thought it would be amazing
while we were at war with Iraq and Afghanistan to
have someone leading the country who said he was
against war. 

By the general election, he had started talking
about Afghanistan as “the good war,” and I had
pulled back. As a matter of fact, when I did go to

JOHANNA GOODMAN

“I’m so excited by
women right now, not
just in America but
globally.”
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events (because my husband continued to support
him), I confronted him and said, “There is no such
thing as a good war.” I took the opportunity to really
get under his skin and make him uncomfortable. 

Then, at the Inaugural, Code Pink was the only
organization that was out there against Obama. We
had our little pink ribbons on our fingers. And then
we did can-cans outside of all the balls. “Yes, we can-
can end war.” 

We’ve been in Washington constantly. We
haven’t stopped pushing. And we haven’t lost the
courage to speak out against him, which has been
hard, because people are, like, “Oh, give him a
chance.” Why do you give him a chance? The writ-
ing is already on the wall. And we watched the anti-
war movement slowly just evaporate with Obama
coming in and putting everyone to sleep. The
betrayal was so shocking for people. They didn’t
know what to do with it. 

People are, like, “Well, he’s trying.” No, he’s not
trying. He’s giving in constantly. There is no leader-
ship there. And you saw it early on. He compromises
before he’s at the table. The Republicans are even
shocked at what they get from him. Something hap-
pened when Obama got elected, and the fight left a
lot of people. I don’t know why. I said, “Why are we
not screaming in the streets?” And their attitude was,
“Well, because, you know, we don’t want to lose those
invitations to the White House.”

Q: The seduction of access.

Evans: The advantage we have as Code Pink is that
we have no access to power, and we have no desire to
have access to power. Lots of people run inside-out-
side games. And I don’t know that you can. Because
if you’re trying to play an inside game, having that
power and that access is something that you will com-
promise to get. 

Q: You’ve defended Bradley Manning and Wiki -
Leaks. Why?

Evans: Almost nobody is telling the truth. And the
truth tellers are put in jail. Bradley Manning. Wik-
iLeaks. What are we afraid of? We’re afraid of the
truth. We’re pretending that we live in a democra-
cy, and we’re pretending we’re free. The insanity is
that we live inside of the false stories that we tell
each other.

Whistle-blowers are being prosecuted more aggres-
sively under the Obama Justice Department than
under Bush. We have a campaign called Truth Set
Free. Our first job around Bradley was just to let the
public know that he exists and that he was held in

solitary confinement and was held naked at night in
Quantico for almost a year. That somebody who tells
us the truth, who exposes what we’re doing, was being
treated this way is barbaric. 

Q: You come out of the Democratic Party. You
worked for Governor Jerry Brown of California in
his first administration. What about breaking the
two-party duopoly?

Evans: I would love to. I ran Jerry Brown’s Presi-
dential campaign in 1992, which was focused on
campaign finance reform. If we didn’t change cam-
paign finance, then it didn’t matter what you
believed in or what you worked for, the corporations
would fund the opposite. And that’s what we’ve
seen. After I ran that campaign, I left the Demo-
cratic Party, because I thought it was part of the
problem. I’ve since been a Nader supporter; I have
been in the Green Party.

Q: Can we use the master’s tools, like elections, to
dismantle the master’s house?

Evans: Not while they’re being stolen by corpora-
tions and funded by corporations. Not after Citizens
United. It’s going to get worse. The corporations
own the elections and they’re manipulating the
masses. We have to come up with a new system,
because this one is broken. That’s why I work very
hard to create new patterns. I don’t know that I
believe in the structure anymore. I feel like it needs
a revolution, not another party. The structure is so
corroded that we’re saying words that are meaning-
less and pretending they exist, like “democracy” and
“freedom.” There are all these words that get thrown
around, and they don’t exist. We need a new politics
and a new economy. 

Q: Where are the fissures in the power structure
that could be cracked into and widened?

Evans: There is no fissure until the people stand up
and say, “No more!” Because right now it’s crack
cocaine for the military, for the people in Congress,
for the people in the White House. And until people
get in the streets and start telling the truth about
what’s happening, and start screaming it and yelling
it, there’s nothing that’s going to happen. It’s got to
happen in the streets.

Q: Did you see some of that in Wisconsin?

Evans: Yes. And look at it. It was impressive. I think
Wisconsin is what started to wake up activists again.
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You can really feel it now: It’s people
taking power into their own hands
and coming up with ideas and being
a citizens’ brigade. It’s open-source,
it’s inspiring, and it’s not controlled
at the top. 

I think the Arab Spring was part of
the inspiration for Wisconsin and
reminded people of the power of
their voice and of being engaged and
of their own responsibility. It’s more
complicated in the United States,
because we don’t have a dictator that
we can dethrone. It’s a whole system
that is corrupt, and the whole system
isn’t holding anyone accountable. If
we don’t prosecute these war crimi-
nals, what’s the next horrible thing
they can do? As anyone knows, if
you’re not held accountable, you
think you can get away with it, and it
becomes OK. 

Q: You’ve made a point about pur-
suing Bush and Cheney and other
high officials.

Evans: Yes, a lot of what we’ve been
doing at Code Pink is around our
war criminals campaign. Because
they got off scot-free. The first book
that came out was Karl Rove’s, and I
disrupted his first two book events.
He had to totally transform his book
tour. He could no longer speak to
audiences. He really was afraid of us.
Now we have Cheney’s book. We’re
always trying to find ways to engage
people. We’re always trying to find
ways that we can disturb power. If we
can’t put them in jail, at least we can
tell them someone’s watching and
that we know they’re war criminals.

We have bookmarks that you can
print out on your printer. You put
them in the book and you move the
book to the crime section. When
somebody buys the book, inside it is
the bookmark saying the person
who wrote the book is a war crimi-
nal. So we find every way we can to
educate the public and to keep
power nervous.                           u
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WOW…A Computer Designed For YOU,
Not Your Grandchildren!

NEW …It’s easy to read. It’s easy to see. It’s even easier to understand and use!
Just plug it in!!! 

NEW
Touch 
Screen

Technology 

Technology Simplified

designed for SENIORS®

Big Bright Screen
One-touch “zoom” magnification

No bulky tower

Have you ever said to yourself “I’d love to
get a computer, if only I could figure out
how to use it.” Well, you’re not alone. 
Computers were supposed to make our
lives simpler, but they’ve gotten so 
complicated that they are not worth the
trouble. With all of the “pointing and 
clicking” and “dragging and dropping”
you’re lucky if you can figure out where you
are. Plus, you are constantly worrying about
viruses, spam and freeze-ups. If this sounds
familiar, we have great news for
you. There is finally a computer
that’s designed for simplicity
and ease of use. It’s the WOW
Computer, and it was designed
with you in mind. 

This computer is easy-to-use,
worry-free and literally puts the
world at your fingertips.  From
the moment you open the 
box, you’ll realize how different
the WOW computer is. The components 
are all connected; all you do is plug it into 

an outlet and your high-speed 
Internet connection. Then you’ll 
see the screen. This is a completely 
new operating system, without the 
cluttered look of the normal computer 
screen. The “buttons” on the screen are easy
to see and easy to understand. All you do is
touch one of them, from the Web, Email,
Calendar to Games– you name it… and a
new screen opens up. It’s so easy to use 
you won’t have to ask your children or

grandchildren for help.
Until now the very

people who could 
benefit most from
Email, and the Internet
are the ones that have
had the hardest time 
accessing it. Now,
thanks to the WOW
Computer, countless
older Americans are

discovering the wonderful world of the 
Internet every day. Isn’t it time you took

part? Call now, and a patient, knowledgeable
product expert will tell you how you can try
it in your home for 30 days. Call today.

“I love this computer! 
It is easy to read and to 
use! I get photo updates
from my children and 

grandchildren all 
the time.”

–From Janet F.
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Call now for our special 
introductory price!

Please mention promotional code 42602.

1-877-788-5829

Simple 
navigation,
so you never

get lost!

Simple 
navigation,
so you never

get lost!

…send and receive emails, and video chat
Keep up with family and friends.

…”surf” the internet
Get current weather & news.

…play games online
hundreds to choose from!
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Eliot Khalil Wilson is the author of “The Saint of Letting Small Fish Go” (Cleveland State University Press). He cur-
rently lives in Denver.

The Abject Happening

Far too often we’d arrive just before death
and the blood’s evacuations. Always
there’d be two half circles of men around:
soldiers at an outer orbit, thinking
only of the footprints used to get there,
and the family or the people who knew
the man repeating There is no god
but Allah. And the dying, refusing,
still trying to stand, staring up at each
of us as if we were torturers.

This day, with just six of us, we would have
to move with speed into the mud-brick village
to see what it was we thought we had heard—
a mortar round or rocket but smokeless
and east of Kabul, east of Jalalabad
up in the high croplands of Hindu Kush.

Outside a low house we saw her, the girl,
not twelve, covered in blood that was half dry.
She was not crying nor was she in pain
with not one wound that anyone could see.
It was her older brother’s blood, we learned,
thick in her hair and reeking of iron.

They’d been flying his box kite in the fields.
He left the path to set it in the wind
to please her, he did this, to see her laugh
at its flight, a thing of sticks and plastic.

He triggered a mine, and I imagine
that from a great distance a man setting
a mine might look as if he is planting
something kind as an almond tree or peach.  

She saw it jump out of the ground and hover
like a demon, she said, then the ground opened
like a small mouth, then an orange deafness.

She would not leave him there with the evil birds
so she carried her brother’s body
down to the empty village, piece by piece.
She carried him down—three appalling trips.

We saw nothing in the sky as we left—
nothing but vultures gathering, regardless,  
but since that day, for the rest of my stay,
anything at all that waved in the wind,
waved like the kite of the Pashtun boy.

—Eliot Khalil Wilson
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“Well, I finally did it. I finally decided to enter the digital age and get
a cell phone. My kids have been bugging me, my book group made
fun of me, and the last straw was when my car broke down, and I was
stuck by the highway for an hour before someone stopped to
help. But when I went to the cell phone store, I almost changed
my mind. !e phones are so small I can’t see the numbers,
much less push the right one. !ey all have cameras, 
computers and a “global-positioning” something or other
that’s supposed to spot me from space. Goodness, all I
want to do is to be able to talk to my grandkids! !e 
people at the store weren’t much help. !ey couldn’t 
understand why someone wouldn’t want a phone the size
of a postage stamp. And the rate plans! !ey were 
complicated, confusing, and expensive… and the contract
lasted for two years! I’d almost given up when a friend told
me about her new Jitterbug phone. Now, I have the 
convenience and safety of being able to stay in touch…
with a phone I can actually use.”

!e cell phone that’s right for me. Sometimes I think
the people who designed this phone and the rate
plans had me in mind. !e phone fits easily in my
pocket, and flips open to reach from my mouth to
my ear. !e display is large and backlit, so I can
actually see who is calling. With a push of a
button I can amplify the volume, and if I don’t
know a number, I can simply push “0” for a
friendly, helpful operator that will look it up
and even dial it for me. !e Jitterbug also re-
duces background noise, making the sound
loud and clear. !ere’s even a dial tone, so I
know the phone is ready to use.

Affordable plans that I can understand –
and no contract to sign! Unlike other cell
phones, Jitterbug has plans that make sense.

Why should I pay for minutes I’m never going to use? And 
if I do talk more than I plan, I won’t find myself without 

any minutes like my friend who has a prepaid phone. 

With Jitterbug, there are no contracts,
no cancellation fees and now, when
you sign up for our Basic 19 plan,
you’ll double your monthly 
minutes for the same price.!e
U.S.–based customer service is 
second to none, and the phone
gets service virtually anywhere 
in the country. 

Call now and get a FREE Car
Charger and FREE Leather 
Carrying Case – a $43.99 value.
Try Jitterbug for 30 days and if

you don't love it, just return it1.
Why wait, the Jitterbug comes ready

to use right out of the box. If you
aren’t as happy with it as I am, you can 

return it for a refund of the purchase price. Call 
now, the Jitterbug product experts are ready to answer your questions.

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: DoubleTime offer valid on Basic 19 plan and applies to new Jitterbug customers only. Offer ends 1/3/12. Offer valid until plan is changed or cancelled. Jitterbug is owned by GreatCall, Inc. Your invoices will come from GreatCall.
All rate plans and services require the purchase of a Jitterbug phone and a one-time set up fee of $35. Coverage and service is not available everywhere. Other charges and restrictions may apply. Screen images simulated. There are no additional fees to call Jitterbug’s 
24-hour U.S. Based Customer Service. However, for calls to an Operator in which a service is completed, minutes will be deducted from your monthly balance equal to the length of the call and any call connected by the Operator, plus an additional 5 minutes. Monthly rate
plans do not include government taxes or assessment surcharges. Prices and fees subject to change. 1We will refund the full price of the Jitterbug phone if it is returned within 30 days of purchase in like-new condition. We will also refund your first monthly service charge if
you have less than 30 minutes of usage. If you have more than 30 minutes of usage, a per minute charge of 35 cents will apply for each minute over 30 minutes. The activation fee and shipping charges are not refundable. Jitterbug is a registered trademark of GreatCall, Inc.
Samsung is a registered trademark of Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and/or its related entities. Copyright © 2011 GreatCall, Inc. Copyright © 2011 by firstSTREET for Boomers and Beyond, Inc. All rights reserved.

Monthly Minutes

Monthly Rate

Operator Assistance

911 Access

Long Distance Calls

Voice Dial

Nationwide Coverage

Friendly Return Policy1

Basic 14
50

$14.99

24/7

FREE

No add’l charge

FREE 

YES

30 days

Basic 19
100

$19.99

24/7

FREE

No add’l charge

FREE

YES

30 days

DoubleTime
200

We proudly accept the following credit cards.

47
50

7

Available in
Graphite and Red.

More minute plans available. Ask your Jitterbug expert for details.

Order now and receive a FREE Car
Charger and a FREE Leather Carrying 
Case for your Jitterbug– a $43.99 value. Call now!

Jitterbug Cell Phone
Ask how you can get DoubleTime for Life! 
Please mention promotional code 42603.

1-877-556-8306
www.jitterbugdirect.com

Finally, a cell phone 
that’s… a phone

Introducing
DoubleTime!

Double your monthly 
minutes for life.
with activation by 

01/03/2012
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money pit of the London Summer
Olympics, and the Murdoch debacle.
Shutting down the News of the World
should make everyone happier. I
know I feel better when I don’t read
the New York Post.

Given the events of the summer, I
thought for sure the survey would be
canceled. But somehow, a recent
Oxford study on laughter seems to
have squeaked through before govern-

ment funds were diverted to Libya.
It was a bare-bones study, with

none of that highfalutin analysis of
cerebral or subversive humor. Psy-
chologists went right for the ha-ha
response. Participants were shown
comedy excerpts not from Monty
Python’s “Dead Parrot” sketch but
from Friends, South Park, and The

In late 2010, British
Prime Minister David

Cameron an nounc ed a
plan to survey the well-
being of the residents of
the United Kingdom.

To gauge their happiness, Britain’s
independent national statistician
would design subjective questions—
such as “Don’t you just hate multicul-
turalism?”—to add to an existing
annual household
survey. Those an -
swers would be bun-
dled with more
objective answers to
give a fuller picture
of quality of life in
Britain. For the
fullest picture, I rec-
ommend checking
the rain gauges.

“It’s time we
focused not just on
GDP but on
G W B — g e n e r a l
w e l l - b e i n g , ”
Cameron said. I was
happy the Prime
clarified the “GWB”
because for me,
GWB still means
George W. Bush,
and while George is
thriving in his Dal-
las assisted living,
the United States is
neither doing nor
being well. And sure
it’s sunny in Texas,
but if you check, the
rain gauges have melted despite Pope
Perry’s rainmaking revival meeting
and Presidential campaign opener.

Cameron proposed his survey
before the expensive, excessive
smash ing of pro tests, the voracious

Simpsons. Apparently, comedy multi-
culturalism is OK. After viewing,
participants were tested and shown to
have a greater resistance to pain. 

Pain resistance is one way scientists
measure the presence of endorphins.
Evolutionary psychologists posit that
jonesing for those feel-good effects is
hereditary. The pleasure of one-on-
one primate grooming strengthened
social bonding and aided their sur-

vival. Human social
laughter is “groom-
ing at a distance.”
Primates make a
panting sound
instead of a distinct-
ly human ha-ha
sound but the dis-
tance between pant-
pant and ha-ha is a
short “They killed
Kenny!” away.

Cameron hopes to
use the results to craft
new public policy—
Eddie Izzard for head
of the exchequer!

What strikes me,
though, is how the
impulse to “laugh
with” has devolved
into “laugh at.” What
else are austerity mea-
sures but laughing at
the pain of the poor,
immigrants, the
uninsured, the elder-
ly, the homeless, the
unemployed?

In the United
States, we don’t need to survey the
national mood. Here, the devolution-
aries mock, “How’s that pursuit of
happiness thingie workin’ for ya?”
Fortunately, there is growing resis-
tance. We may be a quart low on
endorphins, but there is nothing a lit-
tle laughter with our friends—and a
lot of organizing—won’t cure. u

The Ha-Ha Response
Unplugged Kate Clinton

Kate “She’s not dead, she’s pining” Clin-
ton is a humorist.

KELLY MUDGE
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The constant rain and chaotic
schedule at the U.S. Open brought
much of the ongoing griping of the
pro tennis tour out into the open. The
great Rafael Nadal, Murray, and star
U.S. player Andy Roddick confronted
tournament referee Brian Earley when
they were rushed onto a damp court
they were told was dry. After Earley
insisted this wouldn’t happen again,
water began to actually seep through
the cracks of Louis Armstrong Stadi-
um the following day. It was so bad

that announcers John McEnroe, Brad
Gilbert, and Chris Evert openly talked
on the telecast about the importance
of getting a union so players could
protect their very safety. McEnroe
even went on a six-minute dis-
course—an unheard of amount of
time on broadcast television—to dis-
cuss the history of tennis players who
had tried to organize. He ended by
saying, “There is no player union, and
that’s the crux of the issue.”

It’s understandable why some
might not be overly sympathetic to
the players. But whether you are
Nadal, who is trying to become one of

Advantage Union
When we think

about the pro
tennis tour—with its
starched whites, seven-
figure paydays, and
country club envi-

rons—the first thing that pops up
isn’t, “Those guys need a union.” In
other sports—like the remorseless
brutality of boxing or the death march
of professional cycling—the need for a
union where none exists seems like
common sense. But surely not in the
genteel land of tennis. 

Think again. There is a
growing roar among the top
players in the game that they
will organize and go on strike if
their demands are not heard. 

What demands, you may
ask? During the U.S. Open,
players had to take the court
for three consecutive days to
make up for rain delays, and
they had to play on wet and
dangerous surfaces for part of
the tournament. They then
were given one day off before
having to fly to Europe for the
Davis Cup.

A strike “is a possibility,” said
Andy Murray, the world’s num-
ber four player. “Let’s hope it
doesn’t come to that, but I’m
sure the players will consider it. We
need to have some say in what goes on
in our sport. . . . We just want things
to change, really small things. Two or
three weeks off during the year, a few
less tournaments each year, which I
don’t think is unreasonable.”

Edge of Sports Dave Zirin

Sport in Society and the Northeastern
University School of Journalism have
selected Dave Zirin as the winner of
this year’s Excellence in Sports Journal-
ism in Print/Online Media. His newest
book, in collaboration with John Car-
los, is “The John Carlos Story,” from
Haymarket Books.

the best players in the history of the
sport, or if you are a low-ranked ath-
lete trying to make your way, these are
terrible conditions that risk your
entire livelihood. Tennis pros move
their bodies with such violent torque
that playing on a wet court could
shear the ligaments in your knees and
shoulders with one slip. 

Also, playing three consecutive
days for a player of Nadal’s intensity is
the equivalent of asking a marathoner
to run twenty-six miles for three con-

secutive days. The Association
of Tennis Professionals circuit
isn’t a country club tour; it’s
more like a sweatshop. Players
are treated like scenery for tele-
vision broadcasts, and there is
no controlling authority that
looks out for their interests. As
Nadal said later on ESPN,
“They know it’s a lot of money,
and we are just part of the
show. They are working for
that, not for us.”

You might think that if play-
ers of Nadal, Murray, and Rod-
dick’s stature are unhappy,
change would be in the offing.
But tennis has faced down
angry stars in the past. Stan
Smith boycotted the opportu-
nity to repeat as Wimbledon

champion in 1973 to protest the sus-
pension of Nikola Pilic by the Yugoslav
tennis federation. And in 1989, Ivan
Lendl sat in at the doors of the U.S.
Open, according to McEnroe.

The simple fact is that unless all
the players organize together, the
conditions on the tennis tour will
never improve. 

This is a reality that all the players
seem to be realizing. It’s a reality that
goes by the name of “solidarity.” 

After Nadal spoke on ESPN, the
great Serena Williams sent out a
tweet, “Preach Rafael Nadal preach.” 

It’s a new day on the tour. u

PATRICK MARTINEZ
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No doubt about it, the unions are
public enemy number one for Brill’s
heroes, the school reform crowd.

And while many of his stories are
genuinely inspiring (who wouldn’t
root for idealistic young teachers who
knock themselves out to help poor
kids succeed?), the union-bashing is
jarring, especially if you happen to be
reading his book, as I did, in Madi-
son, Wisconsin.

Brill seems to have been caught
flat-footed by Governor Scott Walker’s
attack on public employees’ bargain-
ing rights in Wisconsin—and by the
tremendous outpouring of support for
those employees, particularly teachers.

In his final chapter, he makes a
hasty effort to distance the school
reform he advocates from Walker’s
“frontal attacks” on teachers’ unions.

But that is only after 392 pages of
assaults on teachers’ unions.

Brill repeats the mantras of school
reformers that class size doesn’t mat-
ter, that funding is not the issue,
poverty is not the issue. The only
thing that matters is a motivated,
inspiring teacher. Off the squash
courts, to the barricades!

If you can get past the elite love-
fest, not to mention the discordant
ring of Brill’s title (More bad timing:
“class warfare” is now official Repub-
lican shorthand for the way the help
want to tax their wealthy employers.
The nerve!) you might enjoy Brill’s
heroic narratives of determined, idea -
listic classroom teachers. But as I was
reading, I kept thinking, why do we
need all these heroics? Why can’t the
richest country in the world provide a

What’s Wrong with School Reform
Class Warfare: Inside the Fight to
Fix America’s Schools
By Steven Brill 
Simon & Schuster. 478 pages. $28.

By Ruth Conniff

Steven Brill has a thing for ener-
getic young Ivy League grads,
whom he refers to throughout

his influential new book as “the best
and the brightest.”

Teach for America alumni, hedge
fund millionaires and philanthropic
billionaires who fund school-reform
groups, and school administrators
who take a break from lucrative
careers to whip urban school systems
into shape—these are the heroes of
this highly readable narrative by the
investigative journalist, lawyer, and
Yale journalism prof.

Brill introduces us to Dave Levin,
who grew up on Park Avenue and
went to Yale before co-founding the
Knowledge Is Power Program. He
describes Levin bantering with low-
income students on a sidewalk in the
Bronx, as if “being here was no big
deal, no more out of the ordinary
than meeting someone for squash at
the Yale Club.”

We spend a lot of time with Joel
Klein, former New York City schools
chancellor, “one of those Ivy Leaguers
with an off-the-charts résumé that
suggests that if the best and the
brightest can do anything, he can
probably do anything better.”

Throughout the book, “the best
and the brightest” do battle with the
forces of mediocrity—those dullards
who take up space and waste money,
time, and students’ lives while wait-
ing to retire with cushy benefits,
thanks to the teachers’ union.

Ruth Conniff is the political editor of
The Progressive. JO
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decent, workaday school system for
everyone?

By the end of the book, Brill more
or less comes around to this view
himself, after watching one of his
“best and brightest” push herself to
the verge of a nervous breakdown at a
hyper-demanding, nonunion charter
school in Harlem. The teacher, Jessi-
ca Reid, burns out and quits.

“The lesson,” Brill writes, “is that
unions . . . have to be enlisted in that
fight because unions are the organiza-
tional link to enable school improve-
ment to expand beyond the ability of
the extraordinary people to work
extraordinary hours.”

Gee, as we like to say in Wiscon-
sin, ya think?

Brill doesn’t stop there. He goes on
to suggest that the nemesis of school
reform for his entire book up until the
last chapter, American Federation of
Teachers president Randi Weingarten,
should become the next Joel Klein.

Ican’t help but think that this sud-
den burst of outside-the-box
thinking was spurred, in part, by

the cultural shift brought on by the
battle in Wisconsin.

While our kids and teachers and
students and neighbors and firefight-
ers and cops and community mem-
bers from all over the state were
marching to defend unions, decent
pay and benefits, as well as the whole
notion of the middle class, public
education, and democracy itself, the
pundits were slowly catching up with
the idea that opinion-shapers in elite
circles on the East Coast might be a
bit behind the curve.

The Daily Show had a running gag
about public school teachers as fat
cats—heaping on the rhetoric about
greedy teachers as it showed friendly
young women with compact cars and
small apartments.

Suddenly teacher-bashing (on full
display in Brill’s book) didn’t look so
cool. (Hedge fund manager David
Einhorn says he “never forgot” the
sixth grade math teacher at his subur-
ban Milwaukee school who didn’t

teach him anything. Really? Call me
Pollyanna, but the teachers I’ll never
forget are the ones who taught me the
most.)

At the end of the book, Jessica
Reid goes to work at a regular public
school and finds balance and happi-
ness with the help of her union.

Brill, meanwhile, after promoting
school choice, charters, an end to
strong unions and the “civil service
mentality,” while sneering at com-
promise and collective effort, has a
conversion experience. Helping all
fifty million American public school
children “cannot be done charter by
charter. It takes the infrastructure of
the public school system,” he writes.

Oops.
Unfortunately, that infrastructure

is being seriously undermined by the
very forces Brill promotes.

For anyone who cares about edu-
cation policy, Brill’s book is cru-
cial reading if only because it

explains why the two parties have
moved closer and closer together. He
traces the birth of Democrats for Edu-
cation Reform, a group which he says
is dedicated to “making it safe . . . for
Democrats to support education
reform” (mainly with contributions to
offset losing union support). The
group preferred McCain’s education
policies, but supported Obama
because he had a better chance of get-
ting an anti-union agenda through.

Brill shows how a handful of foun-
dations, including Broad, Gates, and
Walton, inject big money into states
that are willing to undo union contracts
and break up public school systems.

In Florida, he writes, former gov-
ernor Jeb Bush has “succeeded by any
measure.”

Jeb Bush? Brill, the veteran inves-
tigative reporter, has apparently not
read the Miami New Times exposé of
the harrowing conditions for special
ed students housed in classrooms at
strip malls with no books, no lesson
plans, and bored, unqualified teachers.

Like business groups in Florida
that gave the state an A, Brill extols

right-to-work states that make school
reform easy, while ignoring the fact
that states like Wisconsin, which he
scolds for labor laws that made it
hard to do reform here, score better
on college entrance exams.

In one short, brutal chapter, he
sinks his hatchet into Diane Ravitch,
the education historian who once
promoted and helped administer
George W. Bush’s No Child Left
Behind policy, but came to see the
whole market-based approach as
destroying public schools. Calling
Ravitch “disappointing” and inca-
pable of “articulate argument,” Brill
goes in for the kill by nailing her for
accepting speaking fees from teachers’
unions. It’s OK with Brill, though,
that, after Michelle Rhee left her post
as the superintendent of Washington,
D.C., she began making money
through a 501 (c) (4) funded by
anonymous hedge fund donors.

Part of what’s so maddening about
the school reform movement (which
now rivals Wisconsin’s largest busi-
ness group for campaign donations in
the state) is how shoddy the thinking
is behind this radical move to undo a
basic bulwark of our democracy.

Brill is convinced that tying teach-
er evaluations to test scores is good
because the same teachers tend to
produce higher scores year after year.
The lesson, he says, is that good
teachers are all that matter. But he
leaves aside other data, including the
finding that the single most reliable
indicator of school success is a stu-
dent’s zip code. The charter schools
that succeed, like the Harlem Chil-
dren’s Zone, meanwhile, offer all
kinds of wraparound services to help
parents and kids climb out of serious-
ly challenging circumstances.

That is what makes Brill’s adora-
tion of the Ivy League “best and
brightest” so distasteful. There really
are distinct social classes in this coun-
try, and the war between them, at pre-
sent, is being won by the people who
already have it made. Destroying
unions and dismantling public schools
will only accelerate the process. u
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Scholarly booklet proves Piso invented fic-
tional Jesus, gospels. Incontrovertible! $15:
Abelard, Box 5652R, Kent, WA 98064.

B O O K S

LOVELIFE: anachronistic aphoristic screed
after Emerson. Gratis from POB 111,
Porthill, ID 83853.

B U S I N E S S  O P P O R T U N I T Y
PIANO TUNING PAYS. Learn with
American School of Piano Tuning home-
study course. Tools included. Diploma
granted. Free brochure. 800-497-9793.

E X P R E S S I O N S
Tired of getting your Social Security
Check—every month?
Vote Republican.

F O R  S A L E

2012 CAT LOVERS AGAINST THE
BOMB wall calendar - a calendar for cat
lovers and peace activists alike. $8.95 + $2
postage. Order from: CLAB-PC, PO Box
83466, Lincoln, NE 68501 or call toll free
(877) 778-3434. Email us catcal@aol.com.

COMPUTER & OFFICE SUPPLIES
Save money! Call 800-520-1999. 
Fax 888-520-2099. CC accepted.
Shipping to all locations. National
Communication Services. 
Progressive supporter!

L O T T E R Y
WIN PICK-6 LOTTO! Groundbreaking
system, computer tested. For free report,
send SASE: Opportunity-PE P.O. Box 458,
New Britain, CT 06050-0458.

W E B S I T E S
WWW.ORDERAMERICAN.COM
Support American workers!
Buy American - buy quality
Made in the USA

Classified Ads
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E X P R E S S I O N S

F O R  S A L E

L O T T E R Y

Marketplace

BUS I NESS  OPPORTUN I T IES

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING
Inquire for Advertising Rates.

The Progressive Classifieds
Ph: (608) 257-4626; Fx: (608) 257-3373

E-mail: classifieds@progressive.org

W E B S I T E S

B O O K S

A N C I E N T  S E C R E T S

NICARAGUA
Surviving the Legacy 

of U.S. Policy
BY PAUL DIX & PAM FITZPATRICK

A bilingual
photo/
testimony 
book—
then & now

$39.95 (includes US shipping)

NicaraguaPhotoTestimony.org
Nicaragua P/T, P.O. Box 948 

Eugene, OR 97440

Kudzu Patch 
Productions

Custom mountain dulcimers 
by Ben Seymour 

Restoration and repairs of 
traditional instruments.

www.kudzupatch.net
•

2142 Coxe Rd., Tryon, NC 28782-7773
(828) 863-4384

kudzupatch@gmail.com
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fidious prince hit the mother load of
government largesse: political office.
He’s been hunkered down there for
twenty-seven years and counting. In
addition to drawing more than a
quarter-century’s worth of monthly
paychecks from Texas taxpayers,
including $150,000 a year as gover-
nor, Perry also receives full health
coverage and a generous pension
from the state. Wait, there’s more: He
gets $10,000 a month to cover the
rent on a luxury suburban home, a

flock of personal aides, and even a
state-paid subscription to Food &
Wine magazine.

So, children, ignore Perry’s talk—
and look at what he actually does.
When he says he intends to make
government “as inconsequential as
possible,” he means in your life, not
his.

Now, Perry is sprinkling fresh
fairy dust across the land in an effort
to soften his earlier screed against
America’s Social Security program.
During the past couple of years, in

It’s bedtime, children,
so put on your jam-

mies, scootch under the
covers, and I’ll tell you
another story about the
Texas governor.

He is flitting hither, thither, and
yon—spreading little Perry tales
about his record so that he can get to
the White House. It’s a bit of a
strange quest, because he calls the
capitol city “a seedy place,” and he
tells the commoners that he hates—
nay, deeply loathes!—the
very government that he
wants to head. With his tea
party hat carefully posi-
tioned atop his bounteous
crop of hair, Prince Rick
warns the commoners that
big government is bad, bad,
bad—because it intrudes
into their lives, forcing
things like Social Security
and Medicare on them.

This prancer would not
be where he is, though,
without the steady “intru-
sion” of big government into
his life. From first grade
through college, his educa-
tion was paid for by local,
state, and federal taxpayers.
He was even a cheerleader
for the government-run col-
lege he attended. And, as
cotton farmers, he and his family
were supported with tens of thou-
sands of dollars in crop subsidies
from the pockets of national taxpay-
ers—a big government “intrusion”
into his pocketbook.

Then, after a brief stint in the fed-
eral government’s Air Force, the per-

Perry Tales
Vox Populist Jim Hightower

Jim Hightower produces The Hightow-
er Lowdown newsletter and is the
author, with Susan DeMarco, of
“Swim Against the Current: Even a
Dead Fish Can Go with the Flow.”

the heat of his lusty romance of the
rowdy tea party crowd, Perry wooed
and wowed those who hate govern-
ment by offering passionate denunci-
ations of Social Security as a “Ponzi
scheme,” a “monstrous lie,” and a
“failure.” The national retirement
program, he thundered, violates the
Constitution’s “principles of federal-
ism and limited government.” His
unequivocal message was: Kill it!

But—oops—now in hot pursuit
of the GOP presidential nomination,

he’s learned that even most
Republicans wince at his
macho wackiness. A CNN
poll in August finds that 57
percent of Republicans want
no major changes in Social
Security. Why? Because,
despite the Ponzi-scheme
Perry Tale, it works. 

So, the red-meat tea
partier who had savaged the
program has suddenly
turned into a senior-hugger,
offering a revised, gentler
Perry Tale. In this one, he
never, ever meant to abolish
Social Security. Nay, Perry
now says with a pixie twin-
kle, he only wants to stimu-
late “a legitimate conversa-
tion in this country about
how to fix that program.” 

If you’re not sure what
“fix” means, ask your dog.

Perry might heed the blunt words
of another Republican, who was
twice elected to the White House,
Dwight Eisenhower: “Should any
political party attempt to abolish
Social Security . . . you would not
hear of that party again in our politi-
cal history. There is a tiny splinter
group, of course, that believes you
can. . . . Their number is negligible,
and they are stupid.” 

Until our next Perry Tale, good-
night children, and sweet dreams. u

JEM SULLIVAN
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HOW MUCH WOULD YOU PAY A MAN WITH

DANGEROUS IDEAS?

AT&T AT&T 
To Texas Governor Rick PerryRick Perry1

$462,739
To Texas Governor 

PAID

Social Security is a “Ponzi scheme”

Abortion should be illegal

“Intelligent Design” should be
taught in schools

Climate science is a          
“contrived phony mess ”

The federal income tax
should be abolished
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Small, Gritty, 
and Green
The Promise of America’s 
Smaller Industrial Cities 
in a Low-Carbon World
Catherine Tumber
How small-to-midsize Rust 
Belt cities can play a cru-
cial role in a low-carbon, 
sustainable, and relocal-
ized future.
Urban and Industrial Environments series 

Unlocking Energy 
Innovation 
How America Can Build 
a Low-Cost, Low-Carbon 
Energy System
Richard K. Lester 
and David M. Hart
“Will generate discussion 
and indeed debate about 
the relative roles of govern-
ment and markets in bring-
ing innovation about.”  
— Daniel Yergin, author of 
The Quest: Energy, Security, 
and the Remaking of the 
Modern World

Border Wars
Tom Barry
The consequences of po-
litical fear-mongering and 
tough talk on immigration 
in the American Southwest.
A Boston Review Book

The MIT Press

To order call 800-405-1619 http://mitpress.mit.edu Visit our e-books store: http://mitpress-ebooks.mit.edu

Plato’s Revenge
Politics in the Age 
of Ecology
William Ophuls
“Ophuls takes us on a 
wide-ranging review of 
history, philosophy, sci-
ence, and political econ-
omy in search of natural 
law and objective value 
by which to replenish the 
‘lode of fossil virtue and 
belief ’ inherited from the 
premodern era and de-
pleted by modern nihilism. 
A worthy contribution.” 
— Herman E. Daly, Univer-
sity of Maryland 

Indra’s Net 
and the Midas 
Touch
Living Sustainably 
in a Connected World
Leslie Paul Thiele
An exploration of the 
impact of unintended con-
sequences in an interde-
pendent world and of the 
opportunities for creativity 
and community.

Now in Paper

Radical, Religious, 
and Violent
The New Economics 
of Terrorism
Eli Berman
“An engaging book that 
brings new insight to 
an extremely polarizing 
subject.” 
— Devin Leonard, The 
New York Times
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